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A good spirit is not in itself good judgment. Be- 
cause we want to act wisely, it does hot follow that we 
are wise in our method. We are often good-hearted, 
but we. forget the necessity of cultivating good judg- 
ment. Our very words of sympathy for those in 
bereavement are sometimes so ill chosen as to add 
new weight to the burden of sorrow. There is a dif- 
ference between inflicting pain kindly and thought- 
fully—as a surgeon may—and inflicting pain because 
we are not wise enough to prevent it when we might. 
It is not enough to intend to pay a compliment, or to 
say a helping or kind word; we must consider how 
we are to carry out the intention. To be truly kind 
we must be truly wise. 


Breadth is a desirable quality, within due bounds ; 
but breadth without bounds is not desirable. A 
man who is always striving to be broad, and seeking 
those studies and those occupations which will broaden 
him, is not likely to have that depth of mind or of 
purpose that comes of a wise narrowing within proper 
limits. He who is only broad accomplishes nothing ; 
for there is no achievement in mere diffusiveness. 
Unless a man has an absorbing purpose that centers 
all his energies at a pvint of high and noble endeavor, 


he is unfitted to seek breadth advantageously.’ Of 
what use is breadth to a man who recognizes no 
limits to the field of his lifeendeavor? Many a man 
is already too broad to be worth anything in any 
sphere of practical efficiency; ard many another 
man, who could be fairly useful by centering his 
powers as they are, would be harmed for right ser- 
vice of God or of man by a little more broadening. 
God is either peace or disturbance to us,—peace 
when we get into harmony with him, disturbance 
until we do. “The idea of God is a pressure of 
ideals upon us,” says a recent writer. The prodigal 
among the swine, the moment he comes to think, has 
to remember that he has a father’s house, where all 
things are different and better. He knows he cannot 
find rest anywhere else than there, because the vision 
of the best, which is disclosed in the thought of his 
father, will leave him no contentment with less. We 
do not hear any longer of his being fain to fill him- 
self with the husks, or grumbling because men thought 
husks too good for him. So with all of us; we might 
live the husk-fed life, and work ourselves downward 
to the beast’s level, if we were not stung by the sense 
of the divine perfectness, and felt ourselves called to 
be like it. But when we are aroused to a sense of 
that lofty ideal, we want to bestir ourselves and seek 
our Father’s presence, to find rest and peace there. 


Dignity is a matter of character, rather than of 
appearance. It cannot be assumed. Yet many a 
person thinks that dignity can be put on on an occa- 
sion, even though it is not shown in one’s uniform 
conduct and bearing. “ Dignity” is, in its root 
meaning, “worth,” or “worthiness.” He who has 
dignity has a consciousness of real worth, a prevail- 
ing sense of what is worthy in himself, and of what 
is worthy of him in his relation to others. Dignity 
is not haughty ; it is modest and unassuming. Dig- 
nity shows itself in lowly service rather than in proud 
self-assertion. Dignity is always quiet, always self- 
composed, always gentle, and therefore always ad- 
mirable. Wordsworth says: 

“True dignity abides with her alone 
Who, in the silent hour of inward thought, 
Can still respect, can still revere herself, 
In lowliness of heart.” 
There is a charm in true dignity,—a charm that 
shows itself most clearly in one who has no thought 
of claiming dignity or of appearing dignified. 








attraction in a speaker or a writer ; but, on the other 
hand there is a gain, in many a sphere, in the con- 
stant reiteration of the same form of words, as if they 
had never been spoken before. The boy who passes 
through each train, in one of our large railroad 
stations, before its starting, and calls out the names 
of the papers and magazines he has for sale, gives the 
entire list every time he passes, even to the day’s 
close, although it may be he has already givén it fifty 
or a hundred times that day. And this is tlie only 


thing for him to do; for each time he has a new set of 
hearers, and his message is as fresh to them as it was to 
those who heard him say it the first time in the morn- 





ing. The same is true of a man who stands at the 


Freshness of thought and phrasing is ordinarily an | 





parting of the ways, and directs passengers coming 
from the trains to the one ferry or the other. Same- 
ness is better than variety when new hearers are 
always coming forward with their unvarying need of 
the same old message. How apt a parent, or a 
teacher, or a preacher, or an editor, is to feel thaf 
what he has said many times already must be familiar 
to those whom he addresses, even though he has 
never said it to them! And what a mistake this is! 
In many a case there is no message so important to 
one’s hearers as the message that is most familiar to 
him who has it to give. In comment on a popular 
speaker, whose range of thought was very limited, 
but who was evidently the means of much good, a 
wise-hearted man remarked: “He never says any- 
thing that hasn’t been said five hundred times before ; 
but he’s saying it every few days to five hundred 
persons-who never heard it before.” It is better to 
give the same important message over and over 
again, than to give a fresh message of less importance 
in the most novél and attractive way. 





POETRY, OR FICTION ? 


The novel is the popular form of literature in our 
days. There was a time when the drama held this 
place, and he who would live by his pen must write 
for the stage. John Dryden, who had not even a 
third-rate dramatic faculty, had to give thirteen years 
of his life to the manufacture of stage-plays, mostly 
out of materials taken from Moliére and other French 
authors. The rage passed away, and its place was 
taken by lyric, didactic, and narrative poetry. There 
was a time when each new volume by Longfellow or 
Whittier or Tennyson or Browning was 2 public 
event. It was the theme of talk in the street-cars or 
on the hotel porch. The funny people of the news- 
papers based their jokes on it, or perpetrated naro- 
dies on it. The English-speaking world was a 
poetry-reading world. 

But it is so no longer. There is no longer that 
popular demand for verse which encourages the best 
abilities to give themselves up to its production. If 
they write it at all, it is usually as an avocation from 
the serious work of life. No poet of to-day has a 
public at all comparable to that which greeted the 
poets of the last generation, and sustained their 
efforts by its applause. It is the novel-writer who 
holds the place once conceded to the singer, and it is 
time to take stock of our loss and gain through the 
change. 

It is a loss in so far as the change is a shiit from 
the study of the ideal to what is called realism. Po- 
etry as a whole deals with human life in its higher 
possibilities. It points the spirit upward to the un- 
attained. It fosters enthusiasm for the true and the 
good as well as the beautiful, and lays its emphasis 
on the ought, The novel, as a rule, takes life on the 
other side. It tells us what it is, rather than what it 
ought to be. It thus takes the strain off human en- 


| deavor toward the ideal, and makes us more ready to 


accept what the world is and what we are as inevita- 
ble, if not exactly satisfactory. It thus abandons 
one of the greatest functions of literature,—the pro- 
phetic. 


This change is due largely to the diffusion of what 





are called scientific conceptions of life in modern so- 
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ciety. Those conceptions tend to acceptance of what 
is as right, or, at least, as the nearest to right that is 
possible. Ethics is discarded, or treated as a branch 
of the natural history of man,—as being merely a de- 
scription of the social movement in directions which 
tended to the preservation of society. Good and 
evil in this view excite little more enthusiasm and 
repulsion than do the colors blue and red. They are 
here,—that is all, Now it isnot necessary for a novel- 
ist to be consciously animated by any materialistic 
or skeptical tendency in order to bring his work into 
this line of influence. Margaret Oliphant and An- 
thony Trollope are fair instances,—the one a member 
of the Kirk oftScotland, and the other of the Church 
of England, and neither of them with the smallest 
inclination to irreligion, rather the contrary. | Yet 
the works of both tend to the quenching of ideal en- 
thusiasms, and to acquiescence in worldly society’s 
low ideals of duty and of life. Both cherish scorn 
of those forms of baseness and meanness which society 
has stamped with its disapproval. _ Both fail to recog- 
nize any higher standard of duty than society does. 

From these two writers, who belong rather to the 
past, there is a distinct descent when we come to 
Thomas Hardy and William E. Norris. Here the 
inevitableness of low ideals is broadly accepted. In 
Mr. Hardy’s view, it would seem, women have no 
character at all, nor are they expected to have any. 
He is not a misogynist clearly ; but he simply treats 
the whole sex as below the moral level. Mr. Norris 
treats both men and women with a pervasive but 
gentle cynicism, which saddens and depresses moral 
hope. He is a more logical Thackeray in his view 
of life and of human character. The world is a 
wicked world, but it would be foolish to care very 
much about the fact, is the burden of his message. 

Now, it is true that we have poets who illustrate 
the same evil tendency, and novelists who cherish 
aspiration and enthusiasm. From the novels of 
George MacDonald or Edward Garrett to the poetry 
of Mrs. Robinson-Darmester or Walt Whitman is 
not an upward step into a better moral atmosphere. 
We dre speaking of novels in the mass and of poetry 
in the mass ; and we certainly would urge upon all 
young readers to make the latter rather than the 
former their favorite line of reading. 

Of course, there are difficulties. We move most 
easily on “ the line of least resistance,” and the novel 
is easier reading. To understand the best poetry 
requires patient study and sustained effort. Few 
novelists make any such demand on attention. Even 
George Eliot and George Meredith can be read for 
the story, to the neglect of the deeper meanings of 
the one and the keen epigrams of the other. To read 
most novels is “ as easy as falling off a log.” It in- 
volves little more trouble than to turn the pages. 
And the harvest is proportional to the toil. Six 
weeks later we find not a single trait of character, 
fact of the plot, or remark of the dialogue, remains 
in the mind. Except as a mode of resting a tired 
mind it is the most absolute waste of time; and few 
people tire their brains to the extent that might 
justify this resort to a literary soporific. 

Just because other things are harder and require 
effort, they should be studied and mastered. It is 
not only poetry of which this is true. History, 
science, philosophy, cyiticism, anything and every- 
thing that sets the mind at work, is preferable to 
reading what makes no demand on the active powers. 
The body that is fed on “spoon-meat” becomes 
flabby even to disease. The races which have been 
fed exclusively on fruits and sweet roots have van- 
ished from the earth when thrown into contact with 
the eaters of grain and meat. And the mind which 
turns away from solid and nutritious reading to the 
average novel, turns to its own enfeeblement and 
ultimate ruin. 

To return to our first theme, poetry of the highest 
order can be made a study at once delightful and 
profitable by careful attention and wise direction. 
A young girl recently said to her mother: “I can- 
not express to you the difference that Miss B.’s 





éeaching has made to me, as regards what I find in 
Tennyson. I used to pick up the book as an aniuse- 
ment, and please myself with the rhythmic beauty of 
his verse, or of his choice of words. But now that I 
have the key to his meaning, every line is a contribu- 
tion to its expression, every page is full of signifi- 
cance.” That key can be had by every one, No 
teacher has any monopoly of it. It can be applied 
to genuine poetry of every kind and school. 
MacDonald, in his “Seaside Parish,” shows us how 
much we may get from Herbert and Vaughan, the 
two best sacred poets of the seventeenth century. 
Herbert’s “ Temple” is not a big book. It can be 
had for any price from ten cents up to two dollars. 


fanciful, according to the bad taste of his time. But 
it contains a wealth of thought and suggestion for 


inexhaustible value. Here a choice spirit has dis- 
tilled the essence of his own life into forms of peren- 
nial beauty. Here a soul rich toward God in faith, 
in humility, in wisdom, has bequeathed his best 
wealth to his fellow-men of all the coming genera- 
tions. 
tempted to the frivolous life of a worldling and a 
courtier, plagued with a vile temper, fighting at every 
point for his soul’s best life. And he writes not as 
one who has passed through it all, and looks back 
upon it from the safe ground of old age. Herbert 
died in his thirty-eighth year, confessing the great- 
ness of that divine goodness of which he sings : 


“ Love bade me welcome, but my soul drew back 
Guilty of dust and sin ; 
But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack 
From my first entering in, 
Drew nearer to me, sweetly quistioning 
If I lacked anything. 


“* A guest,’ I answered, ‘ worthy to be here!’ 
Love said: ‘ You.shall be he.’ 
‘ What, I, the unkind, the unworthy ! 
T cannot look on thee.’ 
Love took my hand, and, smiling, did reply, 
‘Who made those eyes but I?’ 


Ah, my dear, 


“Truth, Lord, but Ihave marredthem. Let my shame 
Go where it doth deserve.’ 
* And know you not,’ saith Love, ‘who bore the blame?’ 
‘ My dear, then I will serve.’ 
‘You shall sit down,’ saith Love, ‘and taste my meat.’ 
So I did sit and eat,” 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


Novre.—This department has its purpose and its limitations. 
Its purpose is the giving and answering of such of the letters 
received by the Editor as, in his opinion, have, or ought to 
have, an interest to readers generally, and for which the space 
can conveniently be found, Its limitations are fixed by the 
requirements of other departments. There are times when 
ten letters which might have a place here are received, where 
one can be printed. Letters are warmly welcomed, and they 
are cordially invited, even though not all of them can be 
responded to. Under no circumstances isan anonymous letter 
either answered or read by the Editor. The signature to 
every letter or postal card in an unfamiliar handwriting is 
first looked for. If that be lacking, the document is at once 
destroyed unread. Personal requests for aid in the selection 
or purchase of books, or other helps to study, cannot, as a rule 
be responded to, in this department or by private letter. 


A word of commendation or of censure in the columns 
of The Sunday School Times is likely to have influence 
very widely, in view of the large number of readers who 
consider its pages. attentively. A Presbyterian clergy- 
man, who knows whereof he writes, has this to say of a 
recent utterance of one of the lesson-writers in these 
columns : 

In arecent number of The Sunday School Times, Dr. Schagff- 
ler referred to the Oneida community as if it were still existing 
on the socialistic basis. This isnotthecase. More than twelve 
years ago it was reorganized as a limited corporation for manu- 
facturing purposes. Before this was done, the obnoxious features 
which once made it so notorious were formally and publicly 
renounced. Its numbers have been very much reduced. A 
new generation has come into control, They have an excellent 
business standing, and are coming into harmony with our best 
‘public sentiment along educational and religious lines. If you 
can make it consistent to publish the above, or the substance 





of it, you may remove some misapprehensions to thé credit of 


It contains some things which are merely quaint and | 


the Christian life and its duties, which makes it of | 


And withal this man was one of ourselves, | 


a neighborhood where The Sunday School Times is Largely 


read and highly prized. 

It is with pleasure that this correvtion is made prom). 
nent here; and Dr. Schauffler himself will undoubtedly 
be glad to know the facts in the case. This is on|y 
another illustration of the difficulty of removing the 
memory of a stain even when the stain has been removed, 
Yet added emphasis is given to the changed character 
of the Oneida Community by this public correction of 
an inadyertent error of statement. 


There has been no little discussion as to the titles cf 
the Pgalms, but it is generally admitted that they are 
not to be included in any theory of inspiration. So, 
| also, in the titles of the International. lessons, they are 
| quite apart from the inspired text, and are fair subjects 
of criticism. A Canada correspondent has this question 
| about one of them: . 


In the Sunday-school lesson for November 13 we are taught 
| that Paul and Barnabas, on their arrival at Salamis, in the 
| island of Cyprus, “ preached the word of God in the synagogues 
of the Jews.” If so, why was the lesson-title for November 20 
called “ Paul’s First Missionary Sermon,”—a title indicating 
| his first missionary sermon at Antioch in Pisidia, and not at 
Salamis, as recorded ? ‘ 

It is probable that the International Lesson Commit- 
tee meant that this was the first recorded, or reported, 
sermon of Paul on his foreign missionary tour. There 
is no reason for supposing that Paul had never preached 
in Tarsus before he was summoned to this work with 
Barnabas, and it certainly would appear that he had 
preached at Salamis. In one sense this sermon at 
Antioch in Pisidia was not a missionary sermon at all ; 
for it was not on the subject of missions, nor was it a 
sermon of a missionary tothe heathen. It was a sermon 
by a Jew in a Jewish synagogue; but it was an evan- 
gelistic sermon, and it is the first one recorded in detail 
as preached by Paul the missionary. So we shall have 
to take the lesson title as indicating this truth, even if 
it be not definitively accurate. 











FOGGY MORNING. ’ 
BY RICHARD BURTON. 


Gray wrapt.the world, from cobwebs in the grass 
To formless gloom of sky, while sleep-films hazed 
Man’s vision, dream becozened. One would say 
Some cosmic flare of flame had left its smoke 

A silent, shadowy witness of spent rage. 

But then therethrough began to creep the sun 
With bright persuasiveness ; and lo! the clouds 
Of mist and morning mystery rolled back, 

As did the stone before the tomb of Christ, 
Revealing to fhe eye of faith the risen 

And radiant Lord of Day, who thus proclaimed 
His immortality to mortal men, 


Hartford, Conn. 





THE HITTITE INSCRIPTIONS. 


A New ATTEMPT aT DECIPHERMENT. 
BY PROFESSOR MORRIS JASTROW, JR., PH.D. 


The Hittite inscriptions have for a long time tried 
the patience and ingenuity of scholars. Professor Sayce’s 
efforts to find a key with the help of a brief “ bilingual” 
inscription in cuneiform and Hittite characters did not 
prove fruitful. Beyond the recognition of the hiero- 
glyphic character of the writing, and the fact that the 
signs followed a boustrophedon order in the successive 
lines of an inscription, the value for one sign and the 
meaning of another used as a determinative was all that 
could be put down ascertain. A brilliant young Assyfi- 
ologist, Arthur Amiaud, who by previous labors seemed 
peculiarly well fitted for the task of decipherment, died, 
unfortunately, shortly after approaching it; and such 
attempts as Captain Conder’s “ Altaic Hieroglypls ” 
and John Davenport’s “ Hittites” only served to set the 
perplexities of the problem in a stronger light, while 
serving at the same time as warnings against ambitious 
| dilletantism. 

A new claimant for the distinction of finding a key to 
the reading of Hittite characters now comes forward in 
the person of a young German scholar, Dr. Felix Ernst 
Peiser, Privat-docent at the University of Breslau, who 


publications on the legal literature of the Babylonians, 
—the so-called “‘ Contract Tablets.” Dr. Peiser has set 
forth his views and theories in a work issued a few weeks 
ago under the title “ Die Hetitischen Inschriften. Ein 
Versuch ihrer Entzifferung” (Berlin: Wolf Peiser Verlag. 
1892), to whith he has added, in separate publication, a 
short “‘ Nachtrag.” We may say at once that Dr. Peiser’s 








has already gained a notable reputation by a series of 


work signals a decided advance ih the solution: of the 
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problem. His method is as novel as it is ingenious and 
surprising in its results, Acting upon a suggestion of 
Professor Franz Praetorius of the University of Breslau, 
he took up for examination a number of Hittite seals, 
clay impressions of which had been found by Sir A. H. 
Layard in the course of his excavations at Nebi Junus 
(opposite Mosul),—the site of the city of Nineveh. The 
seals, or, rather, the impressions, were found in a palace 
of Sennacherib; and, together with these Hittite seals, 
there was also found an Egyptian one, which contained 
the name of the Egyptian king Sabako,— identical with 
the Sewd mentioned in the second Book of Kings, who 
abets the cause Of Hosea, the king of Israel, against 
Shalmaneser III., the king of Assyria. 

References to this hostility of Sabako against Assyria, 
as well as to a later contest, occur in the inscriptions of 
Sargon, the successor of Shalmaneser and the predecessor 
of Sennacherib; and the presence of Sabako’sseal attached 
to some document that has perished is thus naturally 
accounted for. The conclusion appeared legitimate that 
the Hittite seals were those of high officials who had 
relations to Assyria and as the Egyptian one, originally 
attached to some official document. Dr. Peiser accord- 
ingly made a list of Hittite chiefs mentioned in the 
annals of Sargon, and of his predecessors, and set him- 
self to the task of trying to fit on some of these names to 
the characters on the seals, Layard had found in all 
eight Hittite seals. Of these, three (Nos. 6,7, and 8) 
were duplicates of one another, and a fourth (No, 2) 
appeared to contain the same characters in different 
arrangement, 

There are, besides these, four cylinders (Nos, 1, 3, 4, 5), 
which differ both from each other and from the first four. 
Peiser observed that the last sign on the four seals which 
are identical, was found also on Seal 5. It was, how- 
ever, difficult to pronounce whether that sign occupied 
the first or the third place on No.5, At any rate, so 
much was certain, that the last character of the name 
found on the four cylinders which are identical must 
be the same as the first or third character of the name 
on No. 5. 

The question arises: Shall we find in the Assyrian 
inscriptions of Sennacherib and his predecessors two Hit- 
tite princes whose names satisfy the conditions? As the 
inscriptions on the seals consist of but four hieroglyphs, 
the names to fit them must also be rather short. Now, 
the cuneiform inscriptions of Sennacherib contain no 
Hittite names, Those of his predecessors, Tiglath-Pileser 
III. and Sargon, however, furnish twenty such names; 
Of these five were at once excluded by Peiser as tooshort. 

As three of the remaining fifteen ended with the sylla- 
ble me, whose Hittite equivalent had alreadf been de- 
ciphered, and as this equivalent did not occur in the two 
inscriptions in question, these also were dismissed from 
consideration. This left twelve names, of which two 
groups were judged worthy of attention. In the first 
group of three names, the last sign in one of them re- 
appears as third in two others. To make this clearer, 
it is best to give the Hittite inscriptions. Nos. 2, 6, 7, 
and 8, which are identical, read 


OW 


No. 5 could be read either 


WMIKAW&Y = WA IIIl62 


The three cuneiform names which were compared with 
the first arrangement of No. 5 were Su-lu-ma-al, Ur- 
ba-a/-la, and Mu-ta-a/-lu. Now, if Su-lu-ma-a/ repre- 
sented the Hittite name found on cylinders 2, 6, 7, and 
8, its last syllable a/ also occurred in the third place in 
the other two cuneiform names. The identification of 
Mu-ta-al-lu with the name on Cylinder 5, however, was 
impossible, as its fourth syllabie 4« would have to be 
identical with the second in Su-lu-ma-al; that is, 
there would be two identical characters on the two Hit- 
tite seals, when in fact there is but one. The other com- 
bination was still more improbable, since the syllable /4 
in Ur-ba-al-la is a contraction, and, if written exactly, 
would be /a-a. 

It only remained to inquire if a group of cuneiform 
names were to be found in the twelve, in which the last 
syllable of the first was identical with the first of the 
last, according to the second arrangement of the charac- 
ters on the cylinder No. 5. Herr Peiser found that two 
suited this requirement: Ku-ush-tash-pi and Pi-si-ir-ri. 
As these two princes were rulers of the most powerful 
of the Hittite states, it seems very natural that their 
names should be found on seal-cylinders in proximity 
with that of the Egyptian king Sabako. In this way 


i . 
res 


_THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


787 











Dr. Peiser obtained the provisional reading of no less 
than seven Hittite characters. 

It now devolved upon him to test his key by endeav- 
oring with the help of the results reached to read other 
names on the Hittite inscriptions. He chose for this 
purpose a group of four signs occurring on several of 
the inscriptions preceded by a character which, repeated 
so constantly on all inscriptions, was conjectured to be 
the determinative for city or place in general. Of the four 
characters, the first and the last agreed with two of the 
seven furnished by the seals, and to which the syllabic 
values pi and ri had been assigned. It was not difficult 
to identify with the help of these two syllables the city 
in question. By the side of Carchemish, the Hittite 
town most prominently mentioned in Assyrian annals, 
was Pitru,—none other than the famous Pethor on the 
Euphrates, the home of Bileam; and the Hittite inscrip- 
tions on which the place under question occurred coming 
from the district in which, or near which, Pitru lay, 
Peiser’s identification was not only in keeping with what 
was to be naturally expected, but the result of the test 
added an element of strength to the method adopted by 
him of no small value. By way of further confirmation 
for the fact that Pitru was actually the name by which 
the famous town was called by the Hittites themselves, 
Peiser could point to a reference in an inscription of an 
Assyrian king where it is spoken of as “ the city which 
the Hittites call Pitru.” Dividing the word into the 
four syllables Pi-it-tu (or, to) -ru, he added to his pre- 
vious list the syllabic values for two characters, which 
gave him nine signs in all,—no inconsiderable gain.! In 
justification for assuming the existence of a vowel be- 
tween ¢ and r of the name which the Assyrians wrote in 
their characters pi-it-ru (three syllables), there was the 
Hebrew form of the name Pethor, besides another city 
of the same name situated on the Tigris, which appears 
on Assyrian inscriptions as Pituru. Such slight changes 
and variations in the writing of proper names occur con- 
stantly in Assyrian as well as in all other kinds of in- 
scriptions, 

So much for our author’s ingenious method. Satis- 
factory as the test proved to be, it would have been well 
if Dr. Peiser had followed it wp by a further application 
of his key to the reading of other proper names, _ Con- 
sidering that the Egyptian and Assyrian furnish us with 
a very large number of such names, both of persons and 
places, there can scarcely be any doubt but that some, 
if not many, of these names, would have been found on 
the Hittite inscriptions. In this way further values for 
signs would have been ascertained, and, moreover, the 
opportunity offered at each point to test the correctness 
of the results reached. Instead of this, Dr. Peiser boldly 
advances to theinterpretation of a Hittite inscription, 
choosing for this purpose one of considerable length. 
With due deference to him, and while acknowledging 
the ingenuity which he at all times displayg, it cannot be 
said that his attempt is altogether satisfactory, and that 
for the simple reason of being premature. It is true 
that he endeavors at each point to justify his renderings, 
but the unproved and at present unprovable conjectures 
which he is obliged to set up seriously impair his argu- 
ments. For all that, he succeeds in adding to his list of 
identified characters through his reading of the proper 
names which occur in this and the twenty-six other 
inscriptions that he takes up for interpretation; in addi- 
tion to this he advances a number of happy propositions 
regarding the use and meaning of certain determinative 
signs which there is every reason to believe will meet 
with general acceptance. Moreover, Dr. Peiser, furnish- 
ing as he does the text of all the inscriptions discussed, 
his book serves as the same time the purpose of a new 
edition of these texts, the distinguishing and important 
feature of which consists in the arrangement of the signs 
in a continuous order instead of the boustrophedon of the 
original. 

In a summary at the close of the work, Dr. Peiser 
gives a list of the signs for which values have been ob- 
tained. His general view regarding the character of the 
Hittite writing may be considered to be satisfactorily 
established. According to this, the writing occupies the 
same grade of development as the Babylono-Assyrian 
cuneiform, consisting of signs used as ideographs, and 
such as have the value of syllables in the composition of 
words. The syllables are either simple, consisting of a 
consonant and vowel, or compound, consisting of conso- 
nant, vowel, and consonant, with an apparent prepon- 





1 NoTte.—The values it and fu can scarcely be regarded as settled, 
as the Hebrew writing Pethér would rather suggest 4 Hittite writing 
Pi-tu-ur-ru, and this would correspond also to the Assyrian spell- 
ing Pituru. The two Hittite characters may therefore represent the 





syllables éu and ur.—TuHeE EDITOR. 


derance of the former. Dr. Peiser claims to have found 
the readings for twenty-eight simple and seventeen com- 
pound names. Not all of these can be regarded as 
definitely ascertained, but.a careful examination will 
show a goodly number of them to be sufficiently safe to 
warrant proceeding in the path marked out by our 
author. Like the Egyptian and the cuneiform, the Hit- 
tite has a number of signs which it employs as determi- 
natives to indicate the class to which the word following 
belongs. Of these determinatives, that for “king” had 
been ascertained previous to Dr. Peiser’s work, but he 
is enabled to add those for “god,” “land,” “ city,” while 
others, which, however, we must still regard as doubtful, 
are those standing for “son,” “chief,” “treaty,” and 
“ homage.” 

Making due allowance, therefore, for what must be 
left to farther investigation, the advance made by Dr. 
Peiser is more than sufficient to warrant the prediction 
that his essay will mark a point of departure in the study 
of the Hittite inscriptions. The study has been placed 
by him on a far more satisfactory basis than has as yet 
been possible, and it will be by a continuation of the 
method which he inaugurates that farther progress will 
be made, As for the Hittite language, Dr. Peiser, in an 
“introduction” written at the conclusion of his investi- 
gations, goes to the length of endeavoring to show that 
it bore a close resemblance to Turkish’; but all that can 
at present be said with some degree of certainty (though 
not absolute) is, that the language does not appear to 
belong to either the Aryan or Semitic group, though, 
owing to the close relations in which Hittites stood to 
various Semitic groups, it is likely that the language 
will be found to contain Semitic words and strong traces 
of having been otherwise submitted to Semitic influences, 
In the Nuchtrag, Dr. Peiser calls attention to a most wel- 
come confirmation his “key” receives from Professor 
Sachau’s study of certain Hittite names that appear on 
the Greek inscriptions of Cilicia. Among these the most 
signifieant is the name of the deity Ro, which Peiser, 
having successfully read on the Hittite stones, now meets 
with as a frequent element in the composition of proper 
names on the “Cilician” inscriptions, He also applies his 
key to a second “ bilingual” (Hittite and cuneiform), at 
present in the Ashmolean Museum, just published ; but, 
owing to its brevity, all that can be said is that it does 
not raise any objections to Peiser’s deductions, Lastly, 
and of importance, is the notice in Stephanus Byzantinus 
of an Eastern deity, Ostasos, the equivalent for which 
Peiser claims to have found in the Hittite inscriptions 
under the form Ushtito. Such confirmations, while not 
decisive, are well calculated to increase our confidence 
in the value of Dr. Peiser’s method; and, in the present 
stage of Hittite study, method is everything. 

University of Pennsylvania. 





YOKEFELLOWS. 
BY AGNES GREGOIRE. 


Along the quiet village street 

Two oxen came with heavy load, 

And, as their driver paused to greet 

A friend, one, weary, sank upon the road ; 
The other patient stood and bore the yoke, 
Now doubly weighted with his partner’s fall. 
Wondering I saw, and light upon me broke. 
“ O Lord, it is thy yoke I bear, 

The strength to hold it comes from thee,— 
If thou wilt stoop to draw with me 

Earth’s heavy loads, and all my burdens share, 
O grant that I may ne’er again despair, 
And, by my faltering, added burden be!” 


Cartersville, Ga. 





THE GOOD TRAITS OF SMALL BOYS. 
BY MARY E, BAMFORD. 


“Would it be any punishment to the Jews to be taken 
away from their own home to Babylon?” I asked my 
class. 

“ Yes,” answered an earnest, eight-years-old little fel- 
low; “they wouldn’t know the way down town, or any 
thing.” 

This special view of the Jewish captivity had never 
before presented itself to my mind, but it was evidently 
the first idea of the child. He had the faculty of putting 
himself in the place of others. The small boy thinks. 

2. The small boy has a sense of morals. The follow- 
ing is a list that my boys and I made, one Sunday, of the 
things that boys and folks do and shouldn’t. The obser- 
vant reader can readily detect the most of the boys’ por- 
tion of the list: 


Swear. Drink. Smoke. Steal. Murder. Gamble. 





Bet. Getting angry. Get mad and throw stones. Shoot 
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birds on Sunday. Go fishing Sunday. Work on houses 
Sunday [lots of men up here do]. Put up telegraph- 
poles Sunday. Digging gardens Sunday [“ If you can’t 
dig them any other day,” one little fellow was doubtful 
as to whether it was wrong, but he readily acquiesced in 
my condemnation of the work]. Selfish. Eat up things 
[some boys eat up things their mother sends them for to 
the store,—eat them up before they get home]. Getting 
with bad boys. Cheat at school. [The teacher says, 
“Now, boys, don’t cheat,” and they all say “ No,” and 
they peek around, and put down another boy’s figures, 
and go on.]} 

What reader of this list, with its added childish expla- 
nations, can deny that the small boy uses his eyes? 

8. The small boy has an affectionate memory. He 
has a very tender heart sometimes, Let us not bruise 
it. Let us not make the mistake of thinking that all of 
earth’s sorrows are those of grown people. I shall not 
readily forget the flushed eyelids and grieved mouth of 
one little fellow, who said voluntarily to me in the class, 
*T had a little brother; he was an awful nice little fel- 
low, and when he was sick he kept asking when it would 
be ‘ heaven-time.’” * 

Ah, to those of us who know how sore the hearts are 
that our dear ones leave behind them when they too find 
their “ heaven-time,” what an answering thrill must 
such confidences bring! I had asked my boys to name 
some people who would be in heaven. I had expected 
to hear the names of Bible characters. I had not thought 
much of personal heavenly ties for children so young. 

4. The small boy is confiding. He will tell his ex- 
periences. On my asking if anybody persecuted any- 
body else nowadays for doing right, one of the boys re- 
turned the answer, “If you go to Sunday-school all the 
time, another boy will say, ‘Hello, Christian! Hello, 
Christian !’” 

Doubtless the little speaker referred to his own ex- 
perience. Whether he met such remarks in the right 
spirit, I do not know, but his attendance at Sunday- 
school is most regular, his parents being Christians. 

5. The small boy, if properly treated by his teacher, 
will answer questions. It may be with his sort of an 
answer, but he replies according to his ability. It is not 
for a teacher to show lack of common politeness by laugh- 
ing derisively, or making a slighting remark about any 
answer that a boy has given in good faith. Let the boy 
use his own English, if it is the best he has. When a 
boy who was somewhat too old to belong with my other 
little fellows, and who yet came to the class, tried to tell 
me some incidents of Christ’s burial and resurrection, 
and said his “ feet was bounded, tied together, I mean,” 
and again, speaking of Mary Magdalene’s offer concern- 
ing the body of our Lord, “She said she’d pack him 
away ” (using “ pack” in the sense of “ carry’), should 
I be particular to correct his past participle and verbs, 
or should I not rather be glad that so rough a boy was 
willing to answer, and retentive of memory ? 

6. The small boy will receive correction of his answers 
meekly, if that correction is given in a kind manner. A 
small boy knows that he does not know everything. If 
you have to utterly demolish his answer to your ques- 
tion, do it kindly, and he will not be outwardly mortified. 
Some of the boys’ answers are very far from the point, 
though given with the best of intentions. In teaching 
the lesson about Ananias and Sapphira, I asked what 
was meant by the expression “ gave up the ghost.” One 
little fellow (between eight and nine, I believe) gave me 
the incomprehensibly derived answer that it meant made 
“a sacrifice.” I tried to explain. Farther on in the 
lesson, the reader will remember that the same expres- 
sion, yielded, or gave up, “ the ghost,” is made in respect 
to Sapphira. Farther on still we read, “ And great fear 
came upon all the church.” 

“ What were they dfraid of ?” I asked, and another 
little fellow answered, “‘ Ghosts.” 

This, of course, entailed some remarks on my part. 
But mistaken answers are better than dumbness. 

Let us recapitulate. The small boy thinks, has a 
sense of morals, uses his eyes, has an affectionate mem- 
ory, is confiding, will answer questions, will endure to 
be corrected. Is this too rose-colored a view of the 
small boy? Yes, I have met the boy that giggles. He 
is very, very trying. But some boys giggle more from 
nervousness than intentiontoannoy. I have also known 
the boy that punches his neighbor and clucks like a hen 


that show what men are.” They are also things that 
show what teachers are. 


E. Oakland, Cal. 





“AN AWFUL LEAK.” 
BY JOHN G. MACKY. 


We are generally more prone to see and proclaim an 
evil which exists, than to diseover means of stopping or 
preventing the farther spread of that evil. 

It is equally true that we are more prone to join in 
the general iament over deterioration or loss than to 
candidly inquire whether our personal attitude con- 
tributes in any degree toward the deterioration in ques- 
tion. 

At the recent convention of the Pennsylvania State 
Sunday-school Association, held at Lancaster, particular 
attention was given to a speaker who pointed to the dis- 
appearance from our schools of boysand girls when they 
arrive, at the period of “young manhood and young 
womanhood.” As Field-secretary Reynolds, of the In- 
ternational Association, expressed it when the speaker 
closed: “‘ Brethren, there’s an awful leak there.” 

It has occurred to some of the Sunday-school workers 
who are laboring to dispel the curious idea, so preva- 
lent, that the Sunday-school is merely a harmless means 
of keeping children out of mischief on the Lord’s Day, 
that perhaps a powerfal stoppage of the “leak” might 
be found in the attendance, when possible, of every pro- 
fessing Christian at the “ teaching service” of the church. 

A thoughtful consideration of the subject leads to the 
conclusion that the aforesaid “‘ leak” arises from one of 
two causes. 

Either it is the curious idea mentioned above, or it is 
a deliberate purpose to use that portion of the Lord’s 
Day for purely selfish desires, more or less contrary to 
God’s express command. 

It will be the duty of the superintendents and teachers 
(especially the former) to eradicate the idea; it is the 
duty of every professing Christian to counteract the 
purpose. 

It seems the height of inconsistency for a parent or 
guardian to insist on the attendance of those under their 
charge, who have passed beyond the childhood period, 
at a service which they themselves avoid; hence the 
very obvious fact that such insistence is not the rule; 
hence the “ leak.” 

When the Sunday-school becomes in reality “ the 
church studying the Word of God,” when attendance 
at the “teaching service” is the recognized duty and 
pleasure of every church-member, then we may begin to | 
look for answer to our prayers for a “‘stoppage of the 
leak.” 


Media, Pa. 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


a 


HOW BELL AND BILLY EARNED THEIR 
QUARTER. 


BY MARY E, BRUSH. 


Bell and Billy lived in a large brick house with im- 
posing chimneys and a fine portico, but for all that they 
were not rich people’s children. The stately building, 
with its red, pointed gables, was the county almshouse, 
and Bell and Billy were two little waifs brought there 
some years before our story begins. 

Almost everybody thought that they were twins,— 
they looked so much alike. Both had round, rosy faces, 
smiling red lips, curly chestnut hair, and eyes that were 
big and blue, and always seemed to be asking questions. 


I both felt as though we were ever so much better off 
even if we were only poorhouse children. And Miss 
Agnes told us how nice it would be if every one of us 
would earn a little money,—a quarter of a dollar, per. 
haps,—and have it sent away to help the missionaries in 
their work, and asked those who would be willing to 
promise to try to hold up their hands, and, ’fore we 
thought, Bell’s an’ mine went up high’s anybody’s! We 
didn’t care, even though Neil Campbell, the lawyer's 
son, snickered and whispered real loud about the ‘county 
boarders’ subscription to the missionary fund’! An’ [ 
don’t care”—here Billy’s little brown fist was doubled 
up—‘' I don’t care if we do belong only to the poorhouse, 
I mean to be somebody yet. Pretty soon I’ll get a place 
toearnmoney. Then quarters of a dollar’l] come easier.” 

“They don’t come very easy now!” sighed Bell, in 
her soft little voice. “ We haven’t hens of our own so’s 
we can sell eggs, and we don’t get money for weeding 
the garden, or dishwashing, or running on errands, or 
darning stockings. Those are the ways in which some 
of the other children in the class were going to get their 
quarters. Dear me! Billy, how can we get ours?” 

“ Well, we’ve got to, somehow,—we promised, you 
know!” said Billy, stoutly. 

“ T’ve got one cent towards it,” said Bell, brightening 
alittle. ‘“ There’s that penny Mrs. Murray, down at the 
toll-gate, gave me when I brought her the sage for gar- 
gling her throat. She was awful glad Mrs. MacPherson 
sent it. Said she’d never been without herbs before.” 

Here Billy’s bare, brown feet gave a sudden bound on 
the stone step. 

“Say, Bell,” he began, eagerly, “ why can’t we make 
more money that way,—selling herbs, I mean? There’s 
lots of different kinds besides sage. There’s some that 
grows wild,—boneset, wormwood, spearmint, pepper- 
mint, and pennyroyal. We learned to know ’em all. 
Don’t you remember how we used to go out with old 
Nancy when she gathered ’em for her medicines? Now, 
if we were to get some,—an’ it’s just the time of year to 
gather them,—we could tie.them up in little bunches; 
and I wouldn’t be a bit surprised if some folks’d buy 
them.” 4 

* We’ll have to ask Mrs. MacPherson if we may.” 

“ Well, I will;—right away,” said Billy, boldly. 

Now, in spite 6f he? Habit of falling into a flurry, the 
matron was a kind-hearted woman, and when she looked 
down into the eager faces of the twins, she answered 
pleasantly: “ Why, yes; you can sell all the herbs you 
want to. You can have what’s in the garden, after you 
gather me a large bunch of each kind and hang them up 
on the rafters in’ the attic. And”—with a smile—‘“ I 
guess J’// pay you a couple of cents for every bunch. 
How’ll that be?” 

“Splendid!” cried the twins in a breath. 

Then, quite forgetting the event of the day,—the 
grand visitors and extra good dinner,-—they ran out to 
begin their task. 

Pungent, gray sage; summer-savory, with its tiny, 
lavender-tinted flowers; tall dill, with its yellow um- 
bels; and fragrant marjoram,—all these were to be found 
down in the garden. Then, up in the stony pasture was 
pennyryoyal, down by the brook grew spearmint and gar- 
net-stemmed peppermint, while by the roadside and 
along the rail fences were pale-green catnip and the small, 
white stars of boneset; so that soon the big baskets were 
filled with spicy, wholesome fragrance, and the two chil- 
dren started down the turnpike road in quest of pur- 
chasers, 

And did they sell the herbs? Of course they did. 
Aren’t there lots of colicky babies, Christmas turkeys, 
sore throats, bilious stomachs, and newly caught colds, 
that need catnip, summer-savory, sege, boneset, and 
spearmint ? 





Just now, however, these same eyes were a li:tle troubled 
as their owners sat on the lower step of the back porch, | 
after having gotten out of the way of Mrs. MacPherson, 
the bustling matron, wbo on this particular day was un- | 
usually busy, and perhaps somewhat worried and cross, 
because she expected visitors,—some county officials, | 


who would be sure to find fault if things were not in | 





perfect order. So she had spoken rather shortly to the 
| twins when they had asked her advice as to.a way in | 
| which to earn some money for missionary purposes. 

Now, it may seem queer that two children who had 


neither father nor mother, nor home except that which | 


Many a busy housekeeper or worried nurse was glad 
to buy the neatly tied bundles, so that both the baskets 
and the children’s hearts grew light; and, as Billy turned 
a summersault with considerable enthusiasm, and care, 
too, lest he should lose some of the coins jingling in his 
pocket, he said r 

“Tell you what, Bell,—we’ll each have a quarter of a 
dollar !” j 

But when they had sold out every sprig, and were 
running home to fill orders for more, Billy’s eyes were 
bigger and brighter as he exclaimed exultantly : 

“As true as you live, Bell, we'll have more than a 


in the class. But that boy has been reformed,—for some | charity afforded them, should take it into their heads to | qU@rter apiece. If it goes on this way, we'll have a 


time, at least. He is my right-hand boy now. He says 
the Lord has given him a new heart. The Lord give 
the like blessing to all our small boys! Let us teach 
them as well as we can, in spite of hindrances. A very 
long time ago, Epictetus wrote, “ Difficulties are things 





| think of such a thing; but it happened that they had | dollar for each one. 


| been going to a little Sunday class held by the minister’s 
| daughter at the parsonage, and, as Billy said, “ When 
| Miss Agnes told us about the poor heathen children who 
(‘didn’t know a word about Jesus or the Bible, Bell and 


Won’t Miss Agnes be surprised ?” 

And she was surprised indeed, and Neil Campbell 
looked very meek, and hadn’t a word to say about the 
“county boarders’ subscription.” 


Herkimer, N.Y. 
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LESSON HELPS. 


—————— 
LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Fourth Quarter, 1892.] 


1, October 2.—Saul of Tarsus Converted 


Acts 9 : 1-20 























2. October 9.—Dorcas Raised to Life. Acts 9 : 32-43 
3. October 16.—Peter’s Vision Acts 10 : 1-20 
4. October 23.— Peter at Cesare, .............cccccrerecerersnssneeeeseenrseee Acts 10 : 3048 
5. October 30,—The Gospel Preached at Antioch.... Acts 11 : 19-30 
6. November 6.—Peter Delivered from Prison...................0+« Acts 12: 1-17 
7. November 13.—The First Christian Missi ries... Acts 13 : 1-13 
8. November 20.—Paul’s First Missionary Sermon.............. Acts 13 : 26-43 
9. Nov. 27.—The Apostles Turning to the Gentiles Acts 13 : 44to 14:7 
10. Decenlber 4.—Work Among the Gentiles.............0.0+.:0000 Acts 14 : 8-22 
11, December 11.—The Apostolic Council Acts 15 : 12-29 
12. December 18.—Review. 

13. December 25.—The Birth of Christ...... ........ Luke 2 : 8-20 





LESSON XIII., SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25, 1892. 
Titte: THE BIRTH OF CHRIST. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Luke 2 : 8-20. Memory verses: 11-14.) 


COMMON VERSION. 


8 And there were in the same 
country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord 
came upon them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone round about 
them; and they weresore afraid. 

10 And the angel said unto 
them, Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. 

11 For unto you is born this day 
in the city of Da’vid a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. 

12 And this shall be a signeunto 
you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothgs, 
lying in a manger. 

18 And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God, and 
saying, 

14 Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will to- 
ward men. 

15 And it came to pass, as the 
angels were gone away from them 
into heaven, the shepherds said 
one to another, Let us now go 
even unto Béth’le-hem, and see 
this thing which is come to pass, 
which the Lord hath made known 
unto us. 

16 And they came with haste, 
and found Ma’ry and Jo’seph, and 
the babe lying in a manger. 

17 And when they had seen i, 
they made known abroad the say- 
ing which was told them concern- 
ing this child. 

18 And all they that heard it 
wondered at those things which 
were told them by the shepherds. 

19 But Ma’ry kept all these 
things, and pondered them in her 
heart. 

20 And the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all 
the thingsthat they had heard and 
geen, as it was told unto them. 





10r, night-watches 
read 


saying *Or, things . 





REVISED VERSION. 

8 And there were shepherds in 
the same country abiding in 
the field, and keeping ! watch 

9 by night over their flock. And 
an angel of the Lord stodd by 
them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone round about them: 

10 and they were sore afraid. And 
the angel said unto them, Be 
not afraid; for behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy 
which shall be to all the peo- 

11 ple: for there is born to you 
this day in the city of Davida 
Saviour, which is *Christ the 

12 Lord. And this isthe sign un- 
to you; Ye shall find a babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, 

13 and lying in amanger. And 
suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heav- 
enly host praising God, and 
saying, 

14 Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth * peace among 
men in whom he is well 
pleased. 

15 And it came to pass, when the 
angels went away from them 
into heaven, the shepherds 
said one to another, Let us now 
go even unto Bethlehem, and 
see this thing that is come to 
pass, which the Lord hath 

16 made known untous, Andthey 
came with haste, and found 
both Mary and Joseph, and the 

17 babe lyinginthemanger. And 
when they saw it, they made 
known concerning the saying 
which was spoken to them 

18 about this child. And all that 
heard it wondered at the things 
which were spoken unto them 

19 by the shepherds. But Mary 
kept all these * sayings, pon- 

20 dering them in her heart. And 
the shepherds returned, glori- 
fying and praising God for all 
the things that they had heard 
and seen, even asit wasspoken 
unto them, 


20r, Anointed Lord *Mary ancient authorities 
peuce, good pleasure among men. 


4Gr, men of good pleasure. *® Or, 





LESSON PLAN. 


Lesson Topic: Joy at Jesus’ Birth. 


LEsson OUTLINE: 


1. Angelic Announcement, vs. 8-14. 


2. Human Confirmation, vs. 15-20. 


GoLpEN TExtT: Behold, I bring you good tidings of great 


joy.—Luke 2: 10. 


Datty Home READINGS: 


M.—Luke 2: 
T.—Matt. 1 ; 18-25, 
W.—Luke 1 : 26-35. 
T.—Luke 1 : 46-55, 
F.—Luke 2 : 1-7. 
$.—Luke 2: 
$.—Luke 2 : 41-52. 


8-20. Joy at Jesus’ birth. - 
Matthew’s story of the babe. 
An angel visits Mary. 
Mary’s song of praise. 

The babe born. 

21-40. The babe at the temple. 

The boy Jesus. 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I. ANGELIC ANNOUNCEMENT. 


|. Shepherds at Bethlehem: 


There were shepherds in the same country (8). 


Jesse... said, 


David went. 
17 : 15). 


ll. A Glorious Visitor : 


An angel of the Lord stood by them, and the glory of the Lord 


shone round about them (9). 


. behold, he keepeth the sheep (1 Sam. 16 : 11). 
Send me David thy son, which is with the shee 
. to feed his father’s sheep at 


(1 Sam. 16 : 19). 
th-lehem (1 Sam. 


His appearance was as ~~ (Matt. 28 : 3). 


Two men stood by them 


An angel of light (2 Cor. 11 : 14). 


n dazzling apparel (Luke 24 : 4). 


Ul. Good Tidings : 

I bring you good tidings of great joy (10). 

The Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings (Isa. 61 : 
I was sent... to brin ng thee these good tidings (Luke 1 : 19). 
We bring you "good tidings of the promise (Acts 13 : 32). 

IV. A Saviour: 

A Saviour, which is Christ the Lord (11). 

I the Lord am thy saviour (Isa. 60 : 16). 

It is he that shall save his people from their sins (Matt. 1 ; 21). 
This is indeed the Saviour Or the world (John 4 : 42), 

V. ASign: 

And this is the sign wnto you (12). 

The Lord himself shall give you a sign (Isa. 7 : 14). 

Many other signs therefore did — (John 20 : 30 

Approved of God unto you by. 
Vi. A Song of Praise : 

A multitude of the heavenly host praising God (13). 
Bless the Lord, all ye his hosts (Psa. 108 : 21). 

And they sing a new song (Rev. 5 : 9). 

I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude (Rev. 19 : 6). 


1). 


). 
. wonders and signs (Acts 2 : 22). 


II HUMAN CONFIRMATION, 
1. Examination: 


Let us now go even wnto Bethlehem, and see (15). 


I will turn aside now, and see this tae sight (Exod. 3 : 3), 
Prove all things ; hold fast that which is good (1 Thess. 5 ; 21). 
Prove the spirits, whether they are of God (1 John 4: 1). 


ll. Conviction : 


They came,...and found both Mary and Joseph, and the 
babe (16). 


The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon (Luke 24 :34), 
We have heard for ourselves, and know (John 4 : 42) 
If any man willeth to do his will, he shall know (obn! 7:17). 


Wl. Testimony : 


When they saw it, they made known concerning the saying (17). 
Ye shall be my witnesses (Acts 1 : 8). 

This Jesus did God raise uP. whereof we are witnesses (Acts 2 : 32). 
We cannot but speak the things which wesaw and heard (Acts 4 : 20). 


IV. Wonder : 
Ali that heard it wondered (18). 


All... wondered at the words of grace (Luke 4 : 22). 
They still disbelieved for joy, and wondered (Luke 24 : 41). 
They were filled with wonder and amazement (Acts 3 : 10). 


V. Joyfulness : 
The shepherds refurned, glorifying and praising God (20). 
bey roid joy may be in you, and that your joy may be fulfilled (John 


The disciples were filled with joy (Acts 13 : 52). 
My brethren, rejoice in the Lord (Phil. 3 : 1), 


Verse 8.—‘‘ Shepherds . keeping watch by night over their 
flock.’”’ (1) At the’ post of duty ; ; (2) In the path of ble ssedness. 

Verse 9.—‘*And an angel of the Lord stood by them.’”’ (1) The 
angelic messenger; (2) The lowly audience; (3) The transporting 
message. 

Verse 10.—‘‘I bring you good tidings of great joy.”’ 
of his message; 
message. 

Verse 11.—‘‘ A Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.’”’ Jesus (1) The 
Saviour ; (2) The Christ ; (3) The Lord. 

Verse 14.— “Glory to God in the voy and on earth peace.” 
Christ’s incarnation as related (1) To God ; (2) To men, 
Verse 16.—‘‘ They came with haste, and found . 
How to find Jere : 

Go to the end. 

Verse 19 — Mary kept all these sayings.” 
(2) Mary’s treasury; (3) Mary’s work. 

Verse 20.—'‘ The shepher sreturned, glorifying and praising God.” 
(1) Duty done; (2) Joy found.—(1) The chephers 8 outgoing; (2) The 
shepherd’s return. 


(1) The nature 
(2) The need of his message ; (3) The outcome of his 


the babe.” 
(1) Go; (2) Go at once; (3) Gow ith energy; (4) 


(1) Mary’s treasures; 





LESSON BIBLE READING. 


ANGELS AND JESUS. 


His coming announced to Mary (Luke 1 : 26-33), 
His coming explained to Joseph (Matt. 1 : 18-21). 
His birth announced to shepherds (Luke 2 : 8-12). 
His birth celebrated in song (Luke 2 : 13, 14). 

His safety secured (Matt. 2 : 13-15, 19-21). 
Comforted after temptation (Matt. 4:11; 
Comforted in the garden (Luke 22 ; 43). 
Opened his tomb (Matt, 28 : 2). 
Announced his resurrection (Luke 24 : 23), 
Attended his ascension (Acts 1 : 10, 11). 
Attend his return (Matt. 25:31; Mark 8 : 38), 


Mark 1 : 13). 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


ANTECEDENT Events.—The gospel record begins with the 
appearance of an angel to Zacharias, promising him a son; 
there follow accounts of the angelic appearance to Mary (the 
annunciation), of the visit of Mary to Elizabeth, of the birth 
of John the Baptist. With the latter @vents are joined the 
inspired songs of Mary and Zacharias, usually called the 
Magnificat and the Benedictus. The angelic appearance to 
Joseph (Matt. 1 : 18-25) should be placed after the return of 
Mary. Then comes the visit to Bethiehem, and the birth of 
Jesus (Luke 2: 1-7). The lesson immediately follows. 

Piaces.—The neighborhood of Bethlehem ; then.the stable 
in Bethlehem, The village is about six uallion south of Jeru- 
salem, on the road to Hebron. It was a place of small im- 
portance. The site of the Nativity, according to tradition, 
is a cave southeast of the town. Here the Empress Helena, 
in the fourth century, built a church. At present, there is a 
Latin convent at the spot. There are no data for proving or 
disproving that this is the true site. Tradition places the 
appearance to the shepherds about a mile east of the convent. 
Here also Helena built a church, now in ruins, 

Trme.—Our Lord was probably born in the year of Rome 
749; that is, B.C. 5. There is no objection to accepting De- 
cember 25 as the day of the Nativity, since that day is so 
extensively observed. Yet the true date may have been 
earlier in the year, or in an earlier year. [It could not have 
been later, since Herod died in April, A.U.C. 750. The vulgar, 
or Dionysian era (established by Dionysius Exiguus, a Scythian 
monk, in the sixth century), begins from March 25, A.U.C 
754.placing the Nativity on December 25 of that year, which 








after the latest probable date. But the Annunciation being 
the starting-point of the reckoning, the era is itself four years 
and three months after the probable date of our Lord’s birth 
(A.U.C, 753 = B.C. 1, and A. U.C. 754= A.D. 1). The les- 
son belongs to the night of the Nativity. 

Persons.—The shepherds; one angel, then “a multitude 
of the heavenly host,” the child, his mother, and Joseph. 
InctpEnts.—The shepherds watching; the appearance of 
the angel; the fear of the shepherds; the comforting mes- 
sage of the angel, followed by the anthem of the heavenly 
host ; the visit of the shepherds to Bethlehem ; the surprise 
at their story; the effect upon Mary; the return of the 
shepherds. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PRESIDENT TIMOTHY DWIGHT. 


Verses 8, 9.—The shepherds in this region, during the sea- 
son when this was possible, remained in the open country 
through the night. To certain shepherds thus abiding in 
the fields and watching their flock, a new and wonderful 
manifestation was made, bearing witness of the birth of the 
Saviour, even as the wonderful star bore its witness to the 
magi in the East.—An angel of the Lord stood by them: The 
expression “stood by” is one which is used of such appear- 
ances and manifestations (Ezek. 43 : 6; Acts23:11; 27:23). 
The impression which the story gives is that this was not a 
mere vision which passed before the minds of the shepherds, 
but an actual appearance before their eyes.— The glory of the 
Lord: That is, a wonderful brightness, manifesting divine 
glory, shone forth about them. “God’s glorious radiance had 
streamed down with the angel.” 

Verses 10-12.—The message of the angel was one not 
to alarm and terrify, but to gladden with joy. It was the 
message announcing the birth of a Saviour,—the birth urthe 
Christ.—Good tidings: Such was the message at the begin- 
ning, and such it has ever been from that day to ours.—To 
all the people: This, and not to “all people,” is the true ren- 
dering of the original words. “The people” means the 
people of Israel. The joy would be for all the people, and 
would become theirs as they should open their hearts to re- 
ceive it.—To you: That is, To you shepherds; for the angel 
here individualizes the shepherds 4s he brings his message to 
them.—lIn the city of David: In Bethlehem, according to the 
word of prophecy in Micah 5: 2.—Christ the Lord: The 
marginal rendering is “Anointed Lord.” ‘Probably the ren- 
dering in the text is the correct one, inasmuch as we do not 
find the words used as in the margin elsewhere in the New 
Testament. Some writers hold that the word “ Lord” here 
is equivalent to “ Jehovah,” and thus that the angel declares 
the Saviour who is just born to be “ Messiah Jehovah.” 
While this may be the case, it is doubtful whether it can be 
affirmed. The exaltation of the Saviour as Lord, and as ful- 
filling the prophecies of the Old Testament, is, however, 
clearly set forth.—The sign: The proof by which you may 
be convinced of the truth of what I say, and may know the 
child when you find him.—A babe: Not “the babe,” as in 
the Authorized Version. When they should find a babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, and lying in a manger, they 
would have the sign before them, and would be able to recog- 
nize “the child” of whom the angel spoke. Such a babe, 
the angel assured them, they should find,—“ Ye shall find.” 

Verses 13, 14.—The heavenly host is the great company of 
angels surrounding the throne of God. Their praise to God 
was manifested in the words which they are here dec!ared to 
have uttered. The words of the angels’ song differ in an im- 
portant point in the Revised Version from what they are as 
given in the Authorized Version. This difference is con- 
nected with the fact that the last word of the verse in the 
text which the Revisers follow is in the genitive case (liter- 
ally, “men of good pleasure,” or “good will”), while in the 
text followed by the translators of the earlier version it is in 
the nominative case (literally, “good pleasure,” or “ good 
will” “to men,” or “among men,” if the preposition w!.ich is 
found in the best authorities, but which is not in the text of 
these translators, be read). The genitive and the preposition 
are so strongly supported by the textual evidence that they 
are generally adopted as belonging to the true text by the 
leading modern writers and editors, If we read with the 
Authorized Version, there is a threefold division in the words: 
“Glory to God in the highest [that is, “in heaven” ],—on 
earth peace,—good will to men.” The last two phrases have 
a close relation to each other, peace on earth being the re- 
sult of God’s good will to men. “ Peace,” as here used, is the 
peace which pertains to salvation. If we adopt the reading 
of the Revised Version, on the other hand, there is a twofold 
division: “Glory to God in heaven,—peace on earth among 
men of,” etc. With the Revisers’ text there are two points 


of uncertainty: the first connected with the question of the 
true meaning of the phrase “men of good will,” or “ good 
pleasure ; the second connected with the question as to the 
purpose in using such a phrase, It seems probable that “ good 
pleasure,” rather than “ good will,” is the proper rendering of 
the word, and it is held by the Revisers and by other prominent 





is A.D. 1. Thus it places the birth of Christ five entire years 


authorities that the “good pleasure” 


referred to is “ God’g 
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good pleasure.” The phrase “among men of God's. good 
pleasure” is regarded as equivalent to “among men in whom 
God is well pleased.” If we adopt this explanation of the 
words as to their meaning, the question will arise as to what 
is their purpose; or what is the thought intended by them. 
Is the thought of a limited number of men in whom, because 
of their acceptance of the Saviour, or because of the divine 
election, God is well pleased, or is it of men in general,— 
mankind,—in whom God is well pleased, or on whom his 
pleasure” rests, as manifested in his sending a Saviour into 
the world? The latter view of the thought seems best to 
answer to the good tidings which are here said to be pro- 
claimed. The verse is one of much difficulty as connected 
with both text and meaning, and the rendering of the Re- 
visers, though it may be probably correct, cannot without 
hesitation be affirmed to be certainly so. If universality be 
given, however, to the expression “men in whom he is well 
pleased,” the song will, with this rendering, retain the same 
character of praise to God for his love manifested to man- 
kind which the rendering of the Authorized Version gives it. 

Verse 15, 16.—The shepherds proceeded immediately to 
follow the angel’s bidding, to the end that they might find 
the child and know the reality of the blessing. They ac- 
cepted the word as truly from God, and joyfully believed it. 
—They came with haste: The narrative is given in the most 
lifelike way. We may almost see the eager movements of 
the shepherds, and may easily realize somewhat of the joy 
which they felt, mingled with the wonder of the scene. 

Verses 17-20.— When they saw it; That is, what is men- 
tioned in the preceding verse.— They made known: They gave 
exact information, or they made it public, giving the infor- 
mation widely; that is, in the town. Both views of the verb 
are held. The expression “all that heard it,” in verse 18, 
would seem to imply that the shepherds told their story to a 
considerable number of others besides Joseph and Mary. 
The people of Bethlehem were filled with wonder as they 
heard the story of what had occurred. But their feeling was 
not like that of Mary. With them it was very probably the 
wonder of an hour. With her it was the seed-thought of the 
coming years. She kept these sayings, and all like them, 
and, as she pondered them in her heart, she opened her mind 
more and more to the wonderful in the life of her son, whose 
birth had been announced to her by the angel before it took 
place, and had been accompanied by such strange experiences 
when it took place and immediately afterwards, She must 
have watched and waited, pondering and hoping, as the 
years passed on, until he manifested himself as the Messiah, 
and revealed to those who loved him much of the mystery of 
his life and being. The shepherds, after they had seen the 
child, and had told their story of the appearance of the 
angel, and what he had said to them, returned from Beth- 
lehem to the place where their flocks were in the country 
region. They were full of thankfulness and praise, as they 
had seen the evidence of the truth of what the angel had 
said, and had seen the Saviour who had just been born. 


Yale University. 





THE LESSON STORY. 
BY CUNNINGHAM GEIKIE, D.D., LL.D. 


The hill-town known for more than three thousand years 
as Bethlehem winds along the narrow saddle of a gray lime- 
stone ridge, It sits very nearly three thousand feet above 
the Mediterranean, which lies about thirty-five miles off to 
the west, and about four thousand feet above the Dead Sea, 
which lies, deep blue in its frame of yellow hills, about fifteen 
miles off to the east. One sees the latter from Bethlehem 
through the intervals between the white and yellow rounded 
hill-tops which fall rapidly, step by step, toward its strangely 
sunken bed. 

The limestone ridge slopes pleasantly on each side, north 
and south, into’ fertile valleys of no great breadth, swelling 
beyond into softly rounded hills, which close the view, but 
which reach in their hollow sweep far to the east on the 
northern side, and no less far to the south on the other. 
That on the north has been longest associated with what we 
know of the little town,—the main street running along its 
edge, with some of the flat-roofed houses reaching down the 
slope at the back. Terraces of great age rise one above tlie 
other on the declivity, their strong walls holding up flat 
spaces, artificially made, and rich with fig or olive trees, or 
green with barley or wheat, in the proper seasons. The bed 
of the valley, on the other hand, is given up in great part 
to pasture, though patches of grain or green crops vary its 
surface. 

To the east rise one or two low hills,—the traditional scene 
of the visit of the angels to the shepherds, Nearer the town 
lie the little fields in which Ruth gleaned after the reapers, 
and the climbing path by which she bore the gift of Boaz, in 
her strong linen head-veil made into an open sack for the 
time, to the home of Naomi. That was in some of the dwell- 
ings then as now looking down from the far-off ridge above. 
The slope on the south of the town is softer than that on the 
north, and sinks, in billows of almond and pomegranate blos- 
som and the verdure of fig and olive orchards, to the sweet 


glen which trends towards Hebron. It becomes soon very 
stony, but for some distance is one of the most fertile spots I 
know in Palestine. It is netted with white limestone gar- 
den walls, within which great quantities of vegetables, mostly 
the same as our own, are raised for the market at Jerusalem, 
five miles off. 

To Bethlehem, we are told, there came from Nazareth in 
the north, about eighteen hundred and ninety years ago, a 
middle-aged man and his young wife,—Joseph the carpenter 
and Mary. The place being at the time very full, no ordi- 
nary accommodation could be found for them. As there 
were no inns in Jewish villages, and as hospitality was 
always ready to offer some shelter to the traveler, however 
poor he or it might be, Joseph and Mary at last found room 
made for them in one of the humble cabins of the town. 
Like most of the peasant homes of Palestine, it probably had 
only one apartment, the front half being slightly higher in its 
floor than that behind. The former was the portion for the 
family ; the other, that for the sheep, goats, or ass, of the 
household, The poultry roosted overhead, on a rough pole, 
under the low, flat roof, constructed of crooked, unhewn stems 
of thin trees, covered with a bed of reeds or stalks of weeds 
or straw, which itself was buried in a thick coating of earth, 
stamped or rolled hard. 

The strangers had to content themselves with the lowly 
accommodation of this hinder division, sharing the space, 
small enough for themselves alone, with the fourfooted mem- 
bers of the household; and here a son was born to Mary. 
This child, so lowly in the scene of his birth, was no other 
than the promised Messiah, the Saviour of the world. Kind 
hands presently wrapped the babe in the long, narrow strips 
of cotton or linen used still as “ swaddling clothes” for every 
newborn child in Palestine; and he was then laid in the 
rude trough of wood or stone, from which the animals of the 
family ate their provender of straw broken to small pieces on 
the threshing-floor. . 

Like the rising of the sun in the heavens, this transcendent 
miracle of the Incarnation, which was the dawn of the Sun of 
Righteousness in the spiritual heavens, broke silently over 
the earth. Men rose and went about their work that day, 
even in Bethlehem, unconscious that the greatest event in 
the history of the world had happened in their town. The 
priests at the neighboring Jerusalem kindled the morning 
incense, and offered the morning sacrifice, dreaming nothing 


.| of the mighty fact that their priesthood was henceforth 


superseded by that of one who was hereafter to pass into the 
heavens, there to appear, not in the holy place of an earthly 
temple for us, nor to offer the blood of lambs or goats for the 
sins of mankind, but in the presénce of God, to offer his own 
blood as of the spotléss Lamb, whose sacrifice was that to 
which all others had pointed, and to be the one ever-living 
High-priest, of whom all earthly priests had been but types. 
King Herod, went forth that day unconscious that the true 
King of Israel lay in a manger in the little hill-town near,— 
the King of Israel, who was also King of the angels ! 

But the birth of the son of Mary, if unnoticed by men, 
was a great event to the shining populations of the distant 
regions of the universe, as was soon to be seen ; for, as some 
poor shepherds lay out on the slopes of one of the bare hills 
beyond Bethlehem, guarding their flocks from the wolves 
which prowled over the neighboring wilderness, they were 
astonished and alarmed by a bright light, which broke over 
them in the upper heavens, and grew ever brighter as it ap- 
proached the earth. In those cloudless regions one sees far 
into the depths of the night, so that the splendor would be 
visible while still inconceivably remote, and would leave 
them to gaze on it we know not how long before it opened on 
them in its full significance. But from out the splendor now 
shone a central glory, before which all that had seemed 
transcendent faded ingo comparative eclipse; for an angel of 
the Lord came forth from amidst the effulgence, and stood 
by them, while “the glory of the Lord shone” down “ round 
about them” from the air above. 

A spectacle so amazing would have overpowered the 
greatest of mankind, and must have been overwhelming to 
simple shepherds, whose minds were necessarily as vacant as 
the minds of little children. But their alarm was presently 
calmed, for the angel told them they need not be afraid. 


He “came to bring them good tidings of great joy, which | 


would be to all the people;” that is, to all Israel. “ For,” 


said he, “there is born to you this day, in the city of David | 


[Bethlehem], a Saviour, who is the Lord Messiah. And 
this is the sign to you by which you shall know him; Ye 
shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes, and lying in 
a manger.” This wondrous intimation ended the celestial 
message; but now, as after some grand recitative, there fol- 
lows a burst of triumphant chorus. “Suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God, and saying, 
“Glory to God im.the highest [heavens], 

And on earth peace among men in whom he is well pleased.” 

Then, as the swell and rapture of the only anthem of the 
celestial regions ever heard by mortal ears died away, the 
light faded from the sward, and the shepherds found their 





eyes following the upward vanishing of their heavenly 


visitors, as they returned to their own native spheres. They 
must bave been for atime lost in wonder at all they had 
seen and heard; but when the first excitement had subsided, 
bethinking themselves of the words of the angel, they deter- 
mined to go to Bethlehem, and see the “ thing that was come 
to pass, which the Lord had made known tothem.” There 
was no difficulty in finding the infant in so small a place; and 
the fact that it-lay, asthe angel had said, in a manger, was 
sufficient confirmation, to their simple minds, of all they had 
been told respecting it. 

That they should withhold the story of the heavenly 
vision from Mary was not to be thought of; and the whole, 
therefore, was recounted to her, as she lay surrounded by the 
throng of women whom a birth in the East always attracts to 
a house. But while others heard even such news only to for- 
get it, or treat it as an idle tale, Mary, like a mother, treas- 
ured every word, “pondering all in her heart.” Of the 
shepherds themselves, or of the group of gossips who thus 
first heard of the wondrous child, nothing more is told us, 
Did they finally forget all they had seen or heard? or did they 
thenceforth believe in the Saviour, even as he lay before 
them a helpless child? 

Old Park, Bournemouth, England. 





SHEPHERDS AND ANGELS. 
BY ALEXANDER McLAREN, D.D. 


The central portion of this lesson is, of course, the angels’ 
message and song, the former of which proclaims the tran- 
scendent fact of the Incarnation, and the latter hymns its 
blessed results. But, subsidiary to these, the silent vision 
which preceded them and the visit to Bethlehem which fol- 
lowed are to be noted. Taken together, they cast varying 
gleams on the great fact of the birth of Jesus Christ. 

Why should there be. a miraculous announcement at all, 
and why should it be to these shepherds? It seems to have 
had no effect beyond a narrow circle and foratime. It was 
apparently utterly forgotten when, thirty years after, the 
carpenter’s son began his ministry. Could such an event 
have passed from memory, and left no ripple on the surface ? 
Does not the resultlessness cast suspicion on ‘the truthfulness 
of the narrative? Not, if we duly give weight to the few 
who knew of the wonder; to the length of time that elapsed, 
during which the shepherds and their auditors probably died; 
to their humble position, and to the short remembrance of 
extraordinary events which have no immediate consequences: 
Joséph and Mary Were strangers in Béthleliem. © Christ never 
visited it, so far as we know. The fading of the impression 
cannot be called strange, for it accords with natural tenden- 
cies; but the record of so great an event, which was entirely 
ineffectual as regards future acceptance of Christ’s claims, is 
so unlike legend that it vouches for the truth of the narra- 
tive. An apparent stumbling-block is left, because the story 
is true. 

Why then, the announcement at all, since it was of so little 
use? Bécause it was of some; but, still more, because it was 
fitting that such angel voices should attend such an event, 
whether men gave heed tothem or not ; and because, recorded, 
their song has helped a world to understand the nature and 
meaning of thatbirth, The glory died off the hillside quickly, 
and the music of the song scarcely lingered longer in the ears 
of its first hearers; but its notes echo still in all lands, and 
every generation turns to them with wonder and hope. 

The selection of two or three peasants as receivers of the 
message, the time at which it was given, and the place, are 
all significant. It was no unmeaningy fact that the “glory of 
the Lord” shone lambent round the shepherds, and held 
them and the angel standing beside them in its circle of 
light. No longer within the secret shrine, but out in the 
open field, the symbol of the divine presence glowed through 
the darkness; for that birth hallowed common life, and 
brought the glory of God into familiar intercourse with its 
secularities and smallnesses. The appearance to these hum- 
ble men as they “ sat simply chatting in a rustic row” sym- 
bolized the destination of the gospel for all ranks and classes, 

The angel speaks by the side of the shepherds, not from 
| above. His gentle encouragement “Fear not” not only 
| soothes their present terror, but has a wider meaning. The 





| dread of the Unseen, which lies coiled like a sleeping snake 
| in all hearts, is utterly taken away by the Incarnation. All 
| messages from that realm are thenceforward “ tidings of great 
joy,” and love and désire may pass into it, as all men shall 
| one day pass, and both enterings may be peaceful and con- 
fident. Nothing harmful can come out of the darkness, from 
which Jesus has come, into which he has passed, and which 
he fills, 

The great announcement, the mightiest, most wonderful 
word that had ever passed angels’ immortal lips, is charac- 
terized as “ great joy” to “all the people,” in which designa- 
tion two things are to be noted,—the nature and the limitation 
of the message. In how many ways the incarnation was to 
be the fountain of purest gladness was but little discerned, 
either by the heavenly messenger or the shepherds. The 
ages since have been partially learning it, but not till the 
* glorified joy” of heaven swells redeemed hearts will all its 
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gorrow-dispelling power be experimentally known. Base 
joys may be basely sought, but his creatures’ gladness is dear 
to God, and, if sought in God’s way, is a worthy object of 
their efforts. 

The world-wide sweep of the Incarnation does not appear 
here, but only its first destination for Israel. This is mani- 
fest in the phrase “ all the people,” in the mention of “ the city 
of David” and in the emphatic “ you,” in contradistinction 
both from the messenger, who announced what he did not 
share, and Gentiles, to whom the blessing was not to pass till 
Israel had determined its attitude to it. 

The titles of the Infant tell something of the wonder of 
the birth, but do not unfold its overwhelming mystery. Mag- 
nificent as they are, they ‘fall far short of “the Word was 
made flesh.” They keep within the circle of Jewish expec- 
tation, and announce that the hopes: of centuries are fulfilled. 
There is something very grand in the accumulation of titles, 
each greater than the preceding, and all culminating in that 
final “ Lord.” Handel has gloriously given the spirit of it 
in the crash of triumph with which that last word is pealed 
out in his oratorio. “Saviour” means far more than the 
shepherds knew; for it declares the Child to be the deliverer 
from all evil, both of sin and sorrow, and the endower with 
all good, both righteousness and blessedness. The “Christ” 
claims that he is the fulfiller of prophecy, perfectly endowed 
by divine anointing for his office of prophet, priest, and king, 
—the consummate flower of ancient revelation, greater than 
Moses the lawgiver, than Solomon the king, than Jonah the 
prophet. “The Lord” is scarcely to be taken as the ascrip- 
tion of divinity, but rather as a prophecy of authority and 
dominion, implying reverence, but not unveiling the deepest 
secret of the entrance of the divine Son into humanity. That 
remained unrevealed, for the time was not yet ripe. 

There would be few children of a day old in a little place 
like Bethlehem, and none but one lying in a manger. The 
fact of the birth, which could be verified by sight, would con- 
firm the message in its outward aspect, and thereby lead to 
belief in the angel’s disclosure of its inward character. The 
“sign” attested the veracity of the Messenger, and therefore 
the truth of all his word,—both that part of it capable of veri- 
fication by sight and that part apprehensible by faith. 

No wonder that the sudden light and music of the “ multi- 
tude of the, heavenly host” flashed and echoed round the 
group on the hillside. The true picture is not given when 
we think of that angel choir as floating in heaven. They 
stood in their serried ranks round the shepherds and their 
fellows on the solid earth, and “the night was filled with 
music,” not from overhead, but from every side. Crowding 
forms became all at once visible within the encircling “ glory,” 
on every face wondering gladness and eager sympathy with 
men, from every lip praise. Angels can speak with the 
tongues of men when their theme is their Lord become man, 
and their auditors are men. They hymn the blessed results 
of that birth, the mystery of which they knew more com- 
pletely than they were yet allowed to tell. ‘ 

As was natural for them, their praise is first evoked by the 

result of the Incarnation in the highest heavens. It will 
bring “glory to God” there; for by it new aspects of his 
nature are revealed to those clear-eyed and immortal spirits 
who for unnumbered ages have known his power, his holi- 
ness, his benignity to unfallen creatures, but now experience 
the wonder which more properly belongs to more limited 
intelligences, when they behold that depth of condescending 
Love stooping to be born. Even they think more loftily of 
God, and more of man’s possibilities and worth, when they 
cluster round the manger, and see who lies there. 
. “On earth peace.” The song drops from the contempla- 
tion of the heavenly consequences to celebrate the results on 
earth, and gathers them all into one,pregnant word, “ peace.” 
What ascene of strife, discord, and unrest earth must seem 
to those calm spirits! And how vain and petty the struggles 
must look, like the bustle of an ant-hill! Christ’s work is 
to bring peace into all human relations, those with God, with 
men, with circumstances, and to calm the discords of souls 
at war with themselves. Every one of these relations is 
marred by sin, and nothing less thorough than a power which 
removes it can rectify them. That birth was the coming into 
humanity of Him who brings peace with God, with ourselves, 
with one another. Shame on Christendom that nineteen 
centuries have passed, and men yet think that the cessation 
of war is only a “ pious imagination”! The ringing music 
of that angel chant has died away, but its promise abides. 

The symmetry of the song is best preserved, as I humbly 
venture to think, by the old reading as in the Authorized 
Version. The other, represented by the Revised’ Version, 
seems to make the second clause drag somewhat, with t#o 
designations of the region of peace. The Incarnatiog brings 
God’s “ good will” to dwell among men. In Christ, God is 
well pleased ; and from him, incarnate, streams of divine com- 
placent love pour out to freshen and fertilize the earth. 

The disappearance of the heavenly choristers does not 
seem to have been so sudden as their appearance. They 
“ went away from them into heaven,” as if leisurely, and so 
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The sleeping village was close by, and as soon ag the last 
gleam of the departing light had faded in the depths of 
heaven, the shepherds went “with haste,” untimely as was 
the hour. They would not have much difficulty in finding 
the inn and the manger. Note that they do not tell their 
story till the sight has confirmed the angel message. Their 
silence was not from doubt; for they say, before they had 
seen the child, that “this thing” is “ come to pass,” and are 
quite sure that the Lord has told itthem. But they wait 
for the evidence which shall assure others of their truth- 
fulness, 

There are three attitudes of mind towards God’s revelation 
set forth in living examples in the closing verses of the les- 
son. Note (1) the conduct of the shepherds, as a type of the 
natural impulse and imperative duty of all possessors of God’s 
truth. Such a story as they had to tell would burn its way 
to utterance in the most reticent and shyest. But have Chris- 
tians a less wonderful message to deliver, or a less needful 
one? Ifthe spectators of the cradle could not be silent, how 
impossible it ought to be for the witnesses of the cross to lock 
their lips! 

(2.) The hearers of the story did what, alas! too many of 
us do with the gospel. ‘They wondered,” and stopped 
there. A feeble ripple of astonishment ruffled the surface 
of their souls for a moment; but, like the streaks on the sea 
made by a cat’s-paw of wind, it soon died out, and the depths 
were unaffected by it. 

(3.) The antithesis to this barren wonder is the beautiful 
picture of the Virgin’s demeanor. She “ kept all these say- 
ings, and pondered them in her heart.” What deep thoughts 
the mother of the Lord had, were hers alone. But we have 
the same duty to the truth, and it will never disclose its 
inmost sweetness to us, nor take so sovereign a grip of our 
very selves as to mold our lives, unless we too treasure it in 
our hearts, and by patient brooding on*it understand its hid- 
den harmonies, and spread our souls out to receive its trans- 
forming power. A non-meditatiye religion is a shallow reli- 
gion. But if we hide his word in our hearts, and often in 
secret draw out our treasure to count and weigh it, we shall be 
able to speak out of a full heart, and, like these shepherds, to 
rejoice that we have seen even as it was spoken unto us. 


Manchester, England. 





TEACHING POINTS. 
BY BISHOP H. W. WARREN, D.D. 


CHRISTMAS, 


We have often contemplated Christ’s coming to earth. 
Let us look at his coming out of heaven. How did it appear 
there? 

Though Christ’s coming and sacrificial work on earth was 
planned and provided for before man’s creation, it had to be 
announced some time for the first to the intelligences in 
heaven. Heaven and earth are not distinct empires, but re- 
lated provinces. What concerns one, concerns both. The 
Holy Communion seems to be somehow celebrated in heaven. 
John saw the jubilant celebration of Christ’s death, and heard 
the roll of the song, like the voice of ocean’s many waters, 
“For thou wast slain.” 

The coming of Christ was announced to the angels, we 
know not when, in some great revelation: “Lo, I come.” 
There is a vast history of the doings of that world we have 
not studied up yet. The great decree of Psalm 2: 8, “The 
heathen shall be thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts 
of the earth thy possession,” was a part of the anticipative 
Christmas preparations. Hebrews 1 gives other glimpses. 

This appearing as a Saviour is one of the constantly new 
revelations of God to the enlarging intelligence of his angels. 

No wonder they broke into rapturous song. 

* Let heaven and earth agree, 
Angels and men be joined, 

To celebrate with me 
The Saviour of mankind.” 

As gladly as the year closes with exuberant burst of halle- 
lujahs, so may our lives! 

University Park, Colo. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


There were shepherds... abiding in the field, ... keeping 
watch by night over their flock. And an angel of the Lord stood 
by them, and the glory pf the Lord shone rownd about them (vs. 
8,9). The post of duty is the post of honor in this world. 
There is no place of special privilege to be compared with 
the place where one’s personal responsibilities center for the 
time being. When Zacharias had a round of duty in the 
temple at Jerusalem, an angel came to him with a message 
from God. When the shepherds of Bethlehem had a round 
of duty in the open fields, tending their flock by night, an 
angel of the Lord came to them with a heavenly message. 
If Zacharias had left his post of temple duty to look after 





that their ascending brightness was long visible as they rose, | 


and attestation was thereby given to the reality of the vision. ' herds had neglected their flock in order to be at the temple 


sheep, he would have missed the angel's visit. If the shep- 








they would have failed to receive the honor God planned 
for them. It is not a question of the relative importance of 

temple-service or sheep-tending, but it is 4 question of one’s 

personal duty in the premises. God wants every child of 

his to be where he belongs, day or night. Whatever honors 

or privileges God has in store for us he will send to us at our 

post of duty. If we are not there just then, we sha!! miss the 

blessing ; and it would be no excuse for us to say that we had 

deserted our post of duty in order to look up honors and 

privileges elsewhere. 

And they were sore afraid (v. 9), Afraid of the angels! 
Afraid at the moment when God was doing more for them 
than ever before; more than they had ever dared hope for; 
more in its way than had ever been done for any of the sons 
of men. And how much of human nature they showed in 
this fear! How common it is to shrink back from our best 
blessings,—or from that which accompaniesthem! We think 
more of the flames of the furnace fire opening before us than 
of the sure companionship of the Son of God which we shall 
find in those flames, when duty ealls us to be there. We are 
so conscious of the terribleness of the storm on the sea which 
tosses us, that we are affrighted at even the form of the 
blessed Jesus as he comes through the storm to our rescue, 
We are so ready to rest on our own plans for our preservay 
tion and comfort, and so indisposed to let God’ have his own 
way in caring for us, that any way but our way is so much of 
a surprise that it is likely to be a terror to us. It doesn’t 
seem as though this sickness of one of our loved ones, this 
failure of our pet project, this loss of our a¢cumuiations, this 
latest misunderstanding with a friend, this disappointmen*, 
or accident, or bereavement, can be anything to be grateful 
for. It really looks frightful for the time being. Yet we 
may learn, sooner or later, that it has brought the blessing of 
blessings tons. If indeed God has those feelings of humanity 
under which he lovingly pictures himself to us, how it must 
grieve him to see us start back in terror when he comes to 
us in tenderness to bestow the most precious tokens of his 
limitless love. 

There is born to you this day... a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord (v.11). Every soul needs salvation ; and sooner or 
later every soul feels that need. “In the temple as well as in 
the sheep-field, at one time, or another, there is a sense of 
helplessness and of longing, which only a consciousness of 
a sure Saviour can satis‘y. In all the world’s history, there 
was never, before or since that birth-night o:1 Jesus, another 
such message to the race of man as that which then greeted 
the ears of the shepherds of Bethlehem. Only Jesus the 
son of Mary has ever claimed, or been claimed, to be the 
personal Saviour of all who would accept him. Booddha, 
Zoroaster, Confucius, Muhammad, have sought to show men 
how they’might save themselves. Jesus came to save, and 
he is ready to save—“ you.” 

They made known concerning the saying which was spoken to 
them about this child (v.17). It is to the shepherds’ credit 
that they did tell what they had learned about the new-born 
Saviour. It would have been to their shame if they had not 
done so. Hf one man of a party perishing with thirst on the 
desert should learn of a well near by, what would be thought 
of him if he were to creep to that well and drink, and say 
nothing of it to the others? If one man out of many in the 
upper stories of a burning building were to learn of a passage- 
way to a fire-escape, what a monster he would be deemed if 
he were to make it available for himself only, without calling 
the attention of all to it! If we have the knowledge of a 
Saviour for all, we shall want all others to have that knowl- 
edge; and this it is that makes the missionary spirit that is 
one of the distinguishing marks of true Christianity. 

Philadelphia. 








TEACHING HINTS. 
BY A. F. SCHAUFFLER, D.D. 


We call this a Christmas lesson, but the shepherds knew 
nothing about Christmas, To them that day was like any 
other day, till certain events took place, which forever made 
it unlike any other day that they had lived through. Let ua 
look at the events which befell them, which set this day apart 
in their memories for all time. 

The first of these we will call the angelic message. Can 
you imagine their surprise when suddenly they saw before 
them ah angel of the Lord? They knew about angels, but 
they had never themselves seen one; yet, as soon as the angel 
appeared, they had no doubt as to what kind of a being he was. 
He came in great glory, for we read that the glory of the 
Lord shone roun@ about them. Not unnaturally they were 
alarmed at this visit, for at first they did not know the cause 
of his visit. Butsoon their fears were dispelled ; for the angel 
began his message with the reassuring words, “ Fear not : for, 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy.” 

Then came the tidings, which must indeed have filled their 
hearts with joy, for they were good men, and they well knew 
that one day God was to visit hjs people and bring them a great 
salvation. Then the angel told them how they might recog- 





nize the child, so that they might make no mistake. And 
while they were yet wondering at the message to which they 
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had just listened, another marvelous event took place, In- 
stead of one angel, they beheld such a concourse of angels as 
the world had never seen, and, indeed, shall never again see 
till He shall come with ten thousand of those heavenly mes- 
sengers. Song filled the air, and words greeted their ears 
that were full of praise. The words we have preserved for 
us, but, alas! the music has not been given; I wish that it had, 
for I cannot help thinking that if we only had it we should 
find that the highest strains of Beethoven or Wagner would 
seem tame alongside of that heavenly composition. Yet it 
may be that, if we had it, we could not sing it with our earthly 
voices. So they sang on, and the shepherds listened, till 
suddenly there was silence and darkness, for angels had gone 
and music had ceased. 

So much for the heavenly visitors and their concert. Now 
came the time for earthly and human action. In this we do 
not find these simple-minded men at all backward. Herod 
might lag, and the chief priests be inert, but these men with 
haste arose, and sought and found the child of whom the 
angels had told them, And when they had found him, they 
worshiped him, and then returned to their duties with great 
joy in their hearts, 

That was a glad night for the shepherds, but they did not 
fully realize what a glad night it was for all the world. How 
could they? For they had no idea of the spread of the truth 
which has since that time taken place. But nearly nineteen 
hundred years have passed since then, and we are in a better 
position than they were in to realize how great are the bles- 
sings that Jesus Christ brought to this earth. As we celebrate 
our Christmas, it is well not to be filled with the foolishness 
of “Santa Claus,” who is often so prominent as to utterly 
obscure the Infant Messiah. Let us rather make this an op- 
portunity in which to remember what we owe to this blessed 
divine Messenger. It would take a long catalogue to exhaust 
the list of blessings that have come to us through his advent. 
Remember that in no land where his name is not known and 
revered is there any civilization that is worthy of the name. 

Men may say that our blessings are the outcome of civiliza- 
tion, and not of Christianity ; but if they want to prove this, let 
them give the name of some land where there is any true 
civilization, where Christianity has not preceded civilization. 
The one always goes before the other, and is the real cause of 
the other. Freedom, the right to worship God in the way of his 
own appointing, the elevation of woman, the spread of learn- 
ing, the safety of life and property,—all these are the outcome 
of the religion of Jesus Christ. All the best things of this 
life are really the fruitage of this religion; and, if that babe 
had never been born, we should have had none of these things. 
Was it not then truly a glad night for all humanity? 

Now go on to ask the class if they would not like to see an 
angel. All will say “Yes.” And would it not be a still 
greater privilege to see the very Saviour whom those shep- 
herds worshiped? Surely it would. Well this privilege 
may be that of every child in your class, True, we may 
never see an angel in this world, nor see the Master himself 
with these bodily eyes of ours; yet there is coming a time 
when each true believer will see all the angelic host, and will, 
together with them, join in praising the name of Him of whom 
the angels sang on that night. And the time iscoming when 
all who have loved and served the Master here below will 
see him face to face, and, what is far more wonderful, will be 
changed into his image, for they shall see him as he is, This 
is what we read in his holy Word, and in this we rest confi- 
dent, knowing that his promise never fails. If, then, you 
really wish to see more than those shepherds did, you have 
only to live as he bids you, and the privilege will some day 
be yours, 

New York City. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Once more the dear old story, and on the very day when 
all hearts should turn to Christ. Perhaps the teacher has 
told the story so often as to wonder if it can be presented in 
any new way not so familiar to the children, who are so en- 
grossed in Christmas joys as to make it difficult to arrest and 
hold attention. Can the story ever grow old, or the songs of 
the angels cease? Every child can tell what we call the 
festival day, but perhaps many little ones cannot tell thé 
reason of its observance. This is the day of days when every 
Christian should with heartfelt gratitude repeat the refrain 
of the golden text, and should let every good gift and greet- 


not,” he said, and then spoke the words of our golden text,— 
glad, happy words, that are sounding round the earth to-day. 
Were the good tidings only for the watching shepherds? 
This was the joyful news the angel told; we were remem- 
bered in the message, for the glad tidings were for all people. 
There was an angel-promised child not far away,—a babe lying 
in a manger. An angel had told Mary his mother that ghe 
should have a son, and that he should be called Jesus; for he 
should save his people from theirsins, That Christmas night 
the angel told the shepherds that the child was born in the 
city of David. So Bethlehem was often called; it was the 
place where David used to live and keep his father’s flocks 
on the same plains where the glory shone upon the shepherds 
with their sheep, It was propised to David that from his 
family the Saviour should come, and it was fulfilled when the 
angel told the glad tidings that the child born in Bethlehem 
was a Saviour, Christ the Lord. The angel said they might 
know his words were true, for they should find the babe 
lying in a manger. 

Angel Songs.— Were the shepherds glad to hear the good 
news? All heaven was glad. The angels round the throne 
knew it was the hour when God in love had sent the greatest 
gift to the earth; they rejoiced because God so loved the 
world that he gave his only Son to come and take the form 
of a little child, and be born to live and die on earth to be a 
Saviour for all who will believe in him. The joy of heaven 
came to earth in songs; for suddenly, with the angel who 
had told the glad news, was a great multitude of the heavenly 
host singing praise to God, saying, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” The 
King of heaven was lying in a manger, the gift of God to 
earth ; and heaven’s glory and music filled the air in joy and 
praise for God’s love-gift to the world. How ought we to 
keep Christmas Day when we know and remember what it 
means? The angels’ssongs are ringing yet, and have been, 
year by year, through all the ages; they will be sung on 
earth as long as earth shall last. Not only with songs should 
we keep the day, but with thankfulness and praise to God 
and tender memories of God’s gift to us. With good-will 
toward others we should with hearts of Christ-like love give 
to others good gifts and kindly deeds in his name. 

To Bethlchem.—The glory disappeared, the music ceased, 
as the angels went back to heaven and left the shepherds in 
the starlight with their flocks. Then they said one to an- 
other, “ Let us go now to Bethlehem, and see this thing which 
the Lord has made known to us.” They believed the angel 
words, and that the Lord had sent the message and the songs, 
They did not delay; “they came with haste.” Did they 
find all as the angel had said? Where was the babe lying? 
Whom did they see with the child? He was ina manger; for 
when Mary and her husband Joseph came from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem, there was no room at the inn, where travelers 
usually stopped, and the only place for the holy child was 
the place where cattle were fed. Did the shepherds keep 
the glad news to themselves? They told the story, over and 
over, of the angel words and the song, and that they had seen 
the child whe was Christ the Lord. We know how he 
lived and died, how he went to heaven, how he ever lives 
there, watching and loving his children here. Should we be 
silent when we remember the shepherds who “ made known 
abroad all that was told them ” ? 

Mary, his Mother.—She heard the shepherds tell of the 
glory from heaven, of the names the angel called her child, 
a Saviour, Christ the Lord. She knew that the babe 
God had. given her was the One whom prophets long had 
promised, whom kings waited to see, that every Jewish 
mother had longed and prayed might be her own. She surely 
must have looked with love in that little face, and clasped 
the tiny hands while she thankfully thought of all these 
things, and “ kept them in her heart.” Like Mary, we should 
day by day, as well as at Christmas time, keep in our hearts 
the memory of the Christ-child, and how he came to earth 
to be our Saviour, Christ the Lord. 


Louisville, Ky. 





ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 
BY H. B. TRISTRAM, D. D., LL. D., F. B.S. 


“ House AND LingEaGE oF Davip” (that is, the clan and 
family).—Herod would naturally carry out the registration 





—Some commentators have suggested that the selection of 
the shepherds as the first recipients of the glad tidings wags 
because they were the most despised of all classes by the 
Jews, This is scarcely correct. The wandering nomad shep. 
herd, who lived a roving life, like the modern Bedawee, was 
contemned ; for, from his mode of life, he was utterly regard. 
less of the ceremonial law, and disregarded the festivals. But 
the village shepherd, who, like David, had his home in the 
village, was an honored and often a leading member of the 
community, as it is at the present day. Besides, we are told 
by rabbinical writers that the flocks for the supply of the 
temple sacrifices were pastured on the hills near Bethlehem, 
towards Jerusalem, and remained there through the year, 
Now, there was a belief, not only that the Messiah was to be 
born in Bethlehem, but also, according to the Targum on 
Genesis 35: 21, that he would be announced from Migdal 
Eder,—* the tower of the flock,” close to Bethlehem, and 
near which Jacob camped after the death of Rachel. The 
prophecy of Micah (Mic. 4: 8) “Thou, O tower of the flock ” 
was explained as referring to the same event. This Migdal 
Eder was a tower, such as may frequently be seen in isulated 
or distant vineyards, used as a lookout by the shepherds. The 
harmony between the tradition and the fact is most interesting. 
The College, Durham, England. 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY PROFESSOR AMOS R. WELLS, 
FOR THE TEACHER. 


1, THe Heaventy Gory (vs. 8, 9).—In what country 
were these shepherds? (Luke 2:4.) Why should this an- 
nouncement be made to such humble people? (Matt. 20: 27.) 
What in their occupation would make them fit recipients of 
the great tidings? What favorite comparisons and symbols 
of Christ are thus early outlined? (John 10: 12, 14, 16; 
Matt. 15: 24; 25:32.) Against what dangers were these 
shepherds watching? Why by night? At what time of the 
year is this reputed to have been? What is the winter climate 
of Palestine? Why did the announcement come more fit- 
tingly to the shepherds when they were about their prosaic 
tasks? (John 5:17; 9:4; Luke 2:49.) What was the 
nature of this “ glory of the Lord”? (Exod. 24:17.) Why 
has God so often manifested himself in light? (John 1 : 4, 
7,9; 12: 35,36,46.) With what feelings would you receive 
such a manifestation? With what feelings should you receive 
it? How can we accustom ourselves, here on earth, to the 
spiritual life with God we are to live after death? (Heb. 11: 
13-16.) 

2. THE HEeAaventy Trprnes (vs. 10-12).—What is the 
real reason for all our fear of heavenly things? (1 John 
4:18.) How does Christ take away all such fear? (John 
6:20; 14:7.) What does the word “ gospel” mean, liter- 
ally? Why is this joy greater than all other joy? How are 
we to know whether or not we so hold it in reality? How 
do we know that “all people” means more than “all the 
people of Israel” ? (John 10:16; Matt. 28: 19; Gen. 12:3.) 
What would be the value of the gospel if a single soul were 
left out of its invitation? Why was Bethlehem called “the 
city of David”? (1 Sam. 17: 12.) What is the force of 
“unto you” in verse 11? What does “Jesus” signify? 
(Matt. 1:21.) What does “Christ” mean? “ Messiah”? 
(John 1:41.) What added thought is there in the third 
title, “ Lord”? What titles would you add, to complete the 
outline of Christ’s work? What was the sign? What is 
meayt.by “swaddling clothes”? Why was the sigr given 
a sufficient indication ? 

3. THe HEAVENLY Sone (vs. 12, 14).—What must we 
believe about the presence of angels around us, had we eyes 
to see them? (2 Kings 6:17; Heb. 12:1.) What do you 
fancy this appearance to have been like? What will be some 
of our ways of praising God in heaven? How were these 
afgels praising him? What are the three meanings possible 
for “in the highest”? Why is it unnecessary to choose 
among these meanings? How did the*coming of Christ 
mean glory to God “ in the highest”? What different kinds 
of peace did Christ bring to earth ? (Rom. 5: 1; Col. 3: 15; 
Heb. 12: 14.) In what two ways may the last part of verse 
14 be translated ? (Auth. Ver. and Rev. Ver.) Which do 
you prefer? Why? Howdid Christ show forth God’s good 
will toward men? (John 3:16.) What new truths did the 





according to the Jewish manner. But the Roman and Jew- 
ish methods were not very different. By the Roman rule, 
all villagers and country folk were to be registered in the city 





ing be a reminder of the tidings of great joy. 

Abiding in the Field.—Tell the childrenfor let them tell | 
you in answer to questions, of the winter night long ago and | 
far away when shepherds were resting on the ground tending | 
their flocks in the fields around Bethlehem. They were | 
faithfully doing their work, watching lest some robber might 


| 


steal in the fold, or a wolf or wild beast climb in to carry i 


alamb, While they watched at midnight in the darkness, | 


suddenly a great light shone upon them and all around, and | of the place of Messiah’s birth was unconsciously fulfilled by | 


the angel of the Lord came upon them. 


Angel Words.—The shepherds were afraid, but the angel | 


sent to make them rejoice first took away their fear. 


“ Fear ! 


to which their village belonged. Also the nomen and cog- 
nomen—that is, “the house and lineage,” or, as we should 


say, the surname and family or clan—of each was noted down. | 


The Jewish mode of registration was more elaborate,—first 
the tribe, then the clan, then “the house” or family, In 
order to do this, it was necessary that all of each tribe should 
be enrolled at the original seat of their own family, which 
was not required in the Roman census, Thus the prophecy 


the enumeration, though by a Roman edict, being carried out 
after the Jewish method. 
‘THERE WERE SHEPHERDS... ABIDING IN THE FIELD.” 





angels sing? 
4. THe HEAVENLY CHILD (vs. 15-20).—How were the 
shepherds justified in leaving their flocks? (v.12.) What 


shows it was not mere curigsity or superstition? (v. 15, l. c.) 


When should we leave our work to attend to spiritual 
matters? (Mark 10: 29.) Why did they go with haste? 
(1 Sam. 21: 8.) What is the form and material of an East- 
ern manger? How did the babe happen to be laid in this 
one? (Luke 2: 7.) Of what is that fact typical? (Matt. 
8:20.) Why were the shepherds right in making known 
the event? Why did Christ so often, in his life, urge secrecy 
concerning himself and his powers? (Matt. 8:4; 16: 20; 
17: 9, etc.) What arguments would have deterred the shep- 
herds from mentioning the vision? (Exod.4:1.) Has the 
world’s wonder at this story been growing less, or greater? 
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On what other occasion are we told that Mary brooded over 
things connected with her wonderful child? (Luke 2: 51.) 
Why was it that she did not also make known these things 
abroad? How must the shepherds’ tasks have seemed differ- 
ent as they returned tothem? What is the difference between 
glorifying and praising? Wealso have heard and seen: how 
can we praise and glorify God for the Christmas birth ? 


FOR THE SUPERINTENDENT. 


1. Why was Christ’s birth announced to shepherds? 
2. What were they doing? 3. Who came to them, in a 
glorious light? 4. What message did he bring? (golden 
text.) 5. What was the gospel, the good tidings? 6, What 
came to confirm the tidings? 7. And how did the shepherds 
themselves prove the good news to be true? 8.-Have you 
heard the angels yet, this Christmas Day? What are they 
singing to you? 

Boston, Mass. 








BLACKBOARD HINTS. 
MEN, 


GLORY ” On EARTH WAR ' 


The giving of glory to men, and the seeking of glory by 
men, are potent causes of discord and war. Jesus was born, 
the Prince of Peace, to show us the infinite glory of God, 
and to teach us the law of love to our neighbor. No wonder, 
therefore that the angels sang (erase, and substitute) : 


GLOR PEACE. 


NO FORM NOR COMELINESS. | 











TO GOD, 
ON EARTH 











A BABE. THE LORD. 
IN A MANGER. SON OF DAVID. 
IN SWADDLING SAVIOUR OF THE 
CLOTHES. WORLD. 





“ But as many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God.” 











HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS. 


* Joy to the world! the Lord is come.” 

“ Hark, hark, my soul.’’; 

* While shepherds watched their flocks by night.” 
**Calm on the listening ear of night,” 

“ Hark | the herald angels sing.” 

* It came upon the midnight clear.” 

“ Brightest and best of the sons of the morning.” 
“ Hark, the glad sound!” 





LESSON SUMMARY. 


The birth of the Babe in Bethlehem was an event of events 
in the history of the universe. It was a center of interest to 
heaven and to earth, This was clearer at that time to the 
heavenly watchers than to the earthly ones; but now it is 
recognized below as well as above. The world’s progress is 
noted by its relation to that event. “Before Christ” and 
“ After Christ” are the signs by which we mark this center 
of human history. All that went before looked forward to 
that event hopefully. All that follows looks back to it as 
the beginning of an era of blessing that shall have no end. 

An angel hastened from heaven to proclaim the glad news 
to men; and, as he told it, a multitude of the heavenly host 
joined in rejoicing over it. Humble toilers in the field 
near the manger-cradle of the Babe were first made glad with 
the story of a Saviour for them born into this world; and at 
once they became missionaries, spreading abroad the knowl- 
edge of the Saviour and his salvation. 

That event has its interest for us as well as for those who 
heard it at the first. He who was the Saviour-Babe is our 
Saviour, It is for us to joy in his salvation, and to spread a 
knowledge of it abroad; and there is joy in heaven to-day 
over every soul newly accepting salvation from him. This is 
a lesson for Christmas Day, and for every other day,—for us 
and for all. 

“ Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace among men in whom he is well pleased.” 


ADDED POINTS. 


God’s best giff are often sent to us in the darkness of night, 
rather than in the glare, of broad day. It is when the sun- 


light is hid that stars are seen in the sky. When gloom | 


seems to be shutting about us, let us look up for new dis- 
closures of God’s light of love. 

Every messenger of God says to the child of God to whom 
he brings a message, “Fear not.” If only we realized that 


in a palace, And God is able to make use of one who starts 
on the lowest plane of earthly service, for the accomplishing 
of a greater work than ever an earthly ruler wrought among: 
the sons of men. 

There are two kinds of questioning. One is that which 
does not care to believe, aud which has no wish to learn 
the real truth. The other is that which counts a message 
almost too good to be true, but which is ready to follow up 
the facts and accept them as fast as they areconfirmed. The 
method of the shepherds is an example to us all. 

If the truth be made known concerning Jesus Christ and 
his salvation, it will be a source of wonder to-day, as it was 
when the shepherds were the earliest human preachers of 
this truth. There is not enough of this kind of message- 
bearing, even now. Men need to be told over again of the 
Saviour who came to be their Saviour. There is no substi- 
tute for this kind of preachfhg and teaching. 

When we realize what a salvation is wrought for us, we 
cannot keep from rejoicing. If a sense of it is once in our 
hearts, it will be always running over, and never growing less. 








WAYS OF WORKING. 


——»j—_—_—. 


NOVEL IDEAS FOR CHRISTMAS. 


in these days many Sunday-schools have come into 
the practice that has characterized a few schoois for 
a dozen, or even a,score, of years, of giving rather than 
receiving at the time of the Sunday-school Christmas 
festival. The Walnut Street Presbyterian Sunday-school 
of West Philadelphia has been repeatedly cited in The 
Sunday School Times as a notable example among those 
that led the way, which is now followed by hundreds of 
schools. 

In this school the Christmas festival is held on a 
week-night just before or after Christmas. The school 
is carefully drilled upon the Christmas music for several 
weeks before. Last year the hymns and anthems were 
these: For a processional, “Calm on the listening ear 
of night;” a hymn by the infant school; a quartet en- 
titled ‘Were They Angels?” by Porter, sung by the 
church choir; a carol, “ Waken, Christian Children ; ” 
a tenor solo, with chorus by the scholars, “ The Birthday 
of a King,” beginning “In the little village of Bethle- 
hem;” and three hymns,— Hark! what mean those 
holy voices,” “ Brightest and best of the sons of the 
“morning,” and “Good news on Christmas morning.” 
There were several responsive Scripture readings; the 
repetition of the Apostles’ Creed, followed by a Gloria 
Patri; the Lord’s Prayer in concert ; reports by the super- 
intendent and the treasurer ; the “reception of gifts from 
the scholars ;” as usual, “Closing Words ” by the pastor, 
the Rev. Dr. Stephen W. Dana; and the “distribution of 
testimonials,” for special fidelity and punctuality, in the 
form of books, to a few scholars and teachers, 

This “reception of gifts from the scholars” is the 
most prominent feature of the exercise. Representa- 
tives from each class, called up in succession, come for- 
ward with the gifts of their classes, the list of each being 
read aloud at the same time from the platform. These 
are not merely nor mainly toys and books for other 
children, but are chiefly groceries in packages, canned 
fruits and vegetables, clothing, and all sorts of useful 
articles, for distribution among the poor, or to hospitals 
and other institutions. Sometimes it is a statement that 
this or that class has provided a Christmas dinner for a 
family, or perhaps a ton of coal, or paid a month’s rent, 
or helped to educate a student. 

Last December a novel mode of impressing on that 
school the value of its own long-observed custom was 
hit upon by one of the assistant superintendents, Mr. 
Joseph de F. Junkin, He prepared a letter purport- 
ing to come from Santa Claus, which was delivered in 
a huge envelope, and was read by the superintendent, 
Mr. Samuel B. Huey. The envelope contained also a 
“Christmas Proclamation,” written in bold hand on 
a large sheet (14X18 inches), which Santa Claus was 
proposing to ask the President to issue. Following the 
President’s name was a large red seal, striking enough 
when the proclamation was held up. This was the form 
of the letter and the proclamation, their reading being 
emphasized by bringing the mammoth turkey at the 
right time up the center aisle of the church : 


THE LETTER FROM SANTA CLAUS. 
To the Superintendents and Children of the Walnut Street 
Presbyterian Church Sabbath-schools, 
My DEAR SUPERINTENDENTS AND SCHOLARS: 


I have my eye upon you. Don’t be alarmed,—I mean 





God’s messenger is God’s messenger, we should find no room 
in our hearts for fear. 


| my goodeye; for I have two kinds, good and bad. Indeed, | 
have had my eye upon your doings for a number of years, and 


God’s representative is quite as likely to be in a stable asi each year I am better satisfied with you all, 1 have made up | 








my mind that this year I would write and tell you so, I don’t 
want you to understand that I think you are doing any better 
this year than last year, but it is your continuance in well- 
doing that so pleases me. Most people start off pretty well in 
new attempts to help others, but they soon get tired and giye it 
up. You have kept at it, and deserve praise for it. 

Of course, you all know that I refer to your giving at Chri 
mas anniversaries. It is a splendid thing to give. You see it 
is what I have been doing ever since people first heard of me, 
And I grow.bappier over it every year. No one ever seems to 
think of giving to me, and I feel very proud that I am so dis- 
tinguished. I am convinced that by this timeou, too, have 
learned the joy of unselfishness, and I rank you all among my 
dearest friends and sympathizers. 

Now, I am so much taken up with this idea of yours, that I 
want all the other Sunday-schools to go and do likewise. I 
think it will be well for me to try to persuade my good friend, 
President Harrison, to issue a Christmas proclamation, just as 
he does Thanksgiving proclamaticns, and I have prepared one 
all ready for him, and which expresses my thoughts.’ As it is 
so handy for him, and all sealed and signed, perhaps we can get 
him to issue it at once. What do you think? 

By the way, I don’t want to be left out of your pleasure and 
happiness to-night, and so I send the biggest turkey I could 
find for the children’s dinner on Christmas Day at the Presby- 
terian Hospital; and as most of you have long since disco¥- 
ered that there is no such person as Santa Claus, but that his 
name stands for the Spirit of Giving, I sign myself, 

Your friend, 
December 23, 1891. 


CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION. 
(As proposed by Santa Claus.) 

Whereas, It has come to our knowledge that the Sunday« 
schools of the Walnut Street Presbyterian Church of the city 
of Philadelphia, state of Pennsylvania, for many years have 
put into most practical application the precept that it is more 
blessed to give than to receive, and have celebrated the joyous 
occasion of the birth of our Lord by bringing gifts in his name 
and making glad the hearts of his suffering ones, 

Now, I, Benjamin Harrison, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim this practice to be a most excel- 
lent and exemplary one, commend the children of those schools 
for its exercise, and recommend to the children of all other 
Sunday-schools the adoption of this beautiful Christmas thought, 

Given under the great seal of the state this twenty-fifth day 
of Decdmber, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and ninety-one, and of the year of our independence the 
one hundred and fifteenth. 


(Signed) BENJAMIN HARRISON, { ‘sax } 
President, ‘OW 


Attest: JAMEs G. BLAINE, 
Secretary of State. 

A novel experience, last Christmas, in the House of 
Hope Presbyterian Sunday-school of St. Paul, Minne- 
sota, was a “distribution of testimonials” to eighty 
scholars of the Intermediate Department, for special 
work done in response to a proposal made in the fall by 
Mr. Thomas Cochran, the Bible-class leader. He had 
offered to “remember at Christmas” each scholar who 
would send him a list of not less than six verses from 
the Gospel of John; then being studied, showing the 
Sonship of Jesus Christ,—the passages to be in Christ’s 
own words, and not more than one verse to be selected 
from any one chapter. The scholars were requested not 
to copy each other’s work, nor to receive more than sug- 
gestive help from teacher or parent. In preparing to 
speak on Review Sunday, Mr. Cochran “‘ had been im- 
pressed anew with the appropriateness of its being 
called the Gospel of the Son of God, and took that 
thought for the basis of the address,”—ending with 
making the proposal to the children. The gifts were 
granted at Christmas “‘ with great care, although they 
were all inexpensive, according to the merit of the work 
done, which in some cases was very thorough, amount- 
ing to a complete textual proof of the doctrine of the 
Son’s relation to and equality with the Father.” And 
yet this public giving of testimonials, striking as the 
exercise was, only supplemented the usual giving by the 
scholars, This school is one of those that follow the 
custom outlined above; and last Christmas, besides 
a money offering, “ the children gave toys, books, games, 
etc., in sufficient quantity to fill two large boxes,” which 
were sent to home-mission schools in the West. 

Now, there is no denying the fact that this method— 
according to which the children are givers rather than 
receivers at the public Christmas festival—has been often 
misunderstood and opposed. The progressive superin- 
tendent, who would introduce the custom, has been met 
with the exclamation, “ It’s too bad not to give the chil- 
dren something,—poor things!” If ever this results in 


a compromise, the children bringing gifts in the expecta- 
tion of receiving gifts; if ever it virtually becomes a 
shrewd trade, in which the children exchange old toys 





for new ones,—the old to go to the poor,—the moral 
effect might well be doubted. 


It should be recognized that the method does not in- 






THE Spirit oF SANTA CLAUS. | . 
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terfere with private giving between teacher and scholar, 
but approves that as the better way,—better for the 
teacher, allowing him freedom of choice agreeing with 
his means and taste; better for the scholar to whom, 
expecting nothing, the gift of his teacher comes in his 
home as one of the Christmas surprises that mean so 
Much to children. Private giving reveals affection for 
the individual scholar, and finds a response in individual 
affection for the teacher. And even if the young ladies 
of the Sunday-school are planning to make wholesale 
preparation,by getting together and dressing fifty dolls 
for fifty little girls in the primary department, it would 
be better to send those fifty dolls before Christmas to the 
fifty homes, for the surprise to each little girl, and for 
the avoidance of public comparison and envy. But, 
more than all, the objection to the wholesale public dis- 
tribution is this,—the real principle at the foundation,— 
that there should bo at the public festival of Christmas 
a unity of thought and action, a certain sinking of the 
scholar’s individuality in his class, and an absorption of 
all the classes and departments in the one purpose of the 
one school,—an outgoing expression of peace and good- 
will, 

Thus it is that the public “distribution of testimo- 
nials” at that time is accordant with this principle; 
because, in a sense, the individual recipient is less con- 
spicuous than the unity of theschool.. It is the Sunday- 
school, in its united capacity, approving fidelity in 
school life. And still the principle is held, because 
more stress is being laid on the school’s giving than on 
the scholar’s receiving. 





BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


——<@—__—- 


THE FAREWELLS OF WHITTIER AND 
TENNYSON.* 


The history of literature shows few episodes more 
interesting—as regards the circumstances attending the 
deaths of great men—than the appearance of Browning’s 
Asolando volume, with its remarkably appropriate epi- 
logue, just after that poet departed this life. Almost 
simultaneously appeared Tennyson’s Demeter, and Other 
Poems, among which was Merlin and the Gleam, so 
aptly summing up the poet’s creed and aim. Since then 
Tennyson issued his Robin Hood play; and at the time 
of his death there was ready for publication a small col- 
lection of his still later verse. Similarly, Whittier had 
planned to publish, this season, a book of his own shorter 
poems written since the St. Gregory’s Guest collection 
of 1886; and so we have, speedily after the on-going of 
the noted English and American singers, little volumes 
which seem their last legacies to numerous readers. 
There is nothing new, of course, in the custom of col- 
lecting books of the later work of famous poets, and 
there have been titles as apt as this of Whittier’s,—as, 
for instance, Longfellow’s Ultima Thule and In the 
Harbor, or Holmes’s The Iron Gate; but affectionate 
memories are always quickened by such farewells of 
aged bards. 

At Sundown, Whittier’s legacy, was printed in part, 
for private circulation, two years ago; it now contains 
the poems written by the author in the years immedi- 
ately prior to his death, with the exception of one or 
two reserved for later appearance in periodicals, The 
eighteen pieces here given (some of which, of course, are 
familiar to readers of magazines and weeklies) are markéd 
by the religious trust, love of humanity, sympathy with 
external nature, and fluent versification, by which Whit- 
+ tier’s fame was won, and upon which it will rest. The 
book contains nothing so sweet and strong as some of 
the best pages of its immediate predecessor from the 
same pen; but “Burning Drift-Wood,” “ Between the 
Gates,” and “ The Last Eve of Summer,” are worthy of 
the true poet and the true man. The memorial verses 
on R. S. Spofford and James Russell Lowell, and the two 
birthday greetings to the octogenarian Holmes, remind 
the reader of the activity of the poet’s mind in old age; 
indeed, the date of the second tribute to the author of 
“The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table” is “8th Mo. 
29th, 1892.” The book is prettily printed and bound, 
and illustrated by soft pictures drawn by E. H. Garrett, 
who similarly accompanied an edition of Snow-Bound, 
last year. 

Tennyson’s The Death of AZnone, Akbar’s Dream, 


*AtSundown. By John Greenleaf Whittier. Illustrated by E. H. 
Garrett. 7345 inches, cloth, pp. 70. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin, 
and Company. Price, $1.50. 

The Death of (Enone, Akbar’s Dream, and Other Poems. By 
Alfred, Lord Tennyson. 744x5 inches, cloth, pp. vi, 113. New 
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and Other Poems, unlike Whittier’s volume, is printed 
on both sides of the leaf; but it is excessively spaced 
and padded, so as to fill up the measure of a book for 
which the public can be induced to pay. Will lovers of 
poetry ever be absolved from the necessity of buying a 
dozen booklets in divers bindings, or, as an alternative, 
of going without the later writings of favorite authors? 
In all probability, a complete Whittier or Tennyson will 
not be available for years; this very year readers of 
Emerson are obliged to add to their sets a collection of 
hitherto unprinted articles. The matter is welcome; 
but hasty publication of ‘‘ complete ”’ editions is a stand- 
ing trial to purchasers. To return to the new Tennyson 
book: The Death of none is a smooth and not unwel- 
come retelling of a Greek episode, in that noble blank 
verse which Tennyson, along among Victorians, was 
able to write. Akbar’s Dream is an Asiatic apologue on 
the theme of religious toleration. The Bandit’s Death 
and Charity are vigorous dramatic poems of the style 
that so strongly attracted the poet in his later years,—the 
style of which Rizpah and Emmie are conspicuous and 
potent examples. The Church-warden and the Curate 
is an addition to another division of Tennyson’s verse, 
that written in homely English agricultural dialect; 
this piece representing “the dialect which was current 
in my youth at Spilsby and in the country about it.” . It 
is a vigorous bit of folk-delineation, with touches of 
grim and not unkindly humor or satire. The Dawn is 
far the strongest poem in the book, emphasizing the fact 
that human development is yet, for aught we know, in 
its earlier stages. Mechanophilus states the same idea 
in a related, but wholly fresh and original, way; both 
poems show that Tennyson’s mind, like Browning’s, not 
only ‘‘retained the vigor of youth,” but turged strongly 
forward to the duties and opportunities of the age to 
come. The other poems in the volume call for no special 
remark; Kapiolani, The Tourney, and The Bee and the 
Flower stand at the bottom of the list, and would in- 
stantly have been declined if anonymously submitted to 
any leading magazine. The book closes with Tennyson’s 
lines on The Death of the Duke of Clarence and Avon- 
dale, which strengthen the hope that the laureateship 
may be permitted to lapse. 

Taken in their entirety, the two volumes will not add 
to the renown of their writers, nor seriously detract 
therefrom. 





English and American-buyers of patristic literature 
have for some time been afforded a cMance to procure 
many of the “ fathers” of the Greek, Latin, or Anglican 
churches in the cheap editions published by Griffith, 
Farran, Okeden, and Welsh, London, and described in 
this column some time since. There are now forty-one 
of these volumes of the “ Ancient and Modern Library 
of Theological Literature,” each measuring eight by five 
and a half inches, having some two hundred and fifty 
pages, and selling here for forty cents, E. P. Dutton 
& Co., New York, being the American agents, A simi- 
lar library has been started by the Religious Tract So- 
ciety, London, in which have appeared Anselm’s Cur 
Deus Homo, Augustine’s Enchiridion addressed to Lan- 
rentius, Athanasius’s De Incarnatione Verbi Dei, the 
Treatise of St. Basil the Great on the Holy Spirit, Tyn- 
dale’s Obedience of a Christian Man, and The Writings 
of Patrick, the Apostle of Ireland. In this series, as in 
the other, all works not written in. English are presented 
in translations. The Christian classics series is neatly 
printed and well bound, but, though the volumes are 
smaller in all dimensions than those of the earlier 
library, they cost two or three times as much. The 
American agents are the Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York. The latest issue contains Zhe Two Epistles of 
Clement to the Corinthians, as well as The Epistle of 
Polycarp to the Philippians, and The Teaching of the 
Twelve Apostles, the translator and annotator being 
Mr. Horace E. Hall. This volume adds another to the 
convenient and cheap forms in which the Teaching is 
accessible to English readers. (744 inches, cloth, pp. 
138. Price, $1.20.) 


The strongest impression left upon the mind by Pro- 
fessor Huxley’s latest volume, Essays upon Some Contro- 
verted Questions, is one of ill-nature. Scientific odium 
seems to be at least as stern as that theological spirit 
which has so long been denounced; indeed, Professor 


than when criticising a fellow-scientist. In brief, he 
thinks that pure Christianity should be separated from 
later dogmatic developments, and that shoemakers should 
stick to their lasts. It is at least open to questiqn, how- 
ever, whether some Christian idealists here attacked are 





York ; Macmillan and Company. Price, $1.25, 


Huxley is even less amiable when attacking a theologian’ 


as he can claim to be with modern applied Christian 
sociology, or, say, with the spirit of Professor Drum. 
mond’s books. These essays, having served a temporary 
purpose, should have been left uncollected in the peri- 
odicals where they first appeared. (8X6 inches, cloth, 
pp. v, 489. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 
$2.00.) 


Price, 


It is always a useful undertaking to gather literary 
masterpieces, philological data, or political documents, 
in convenient volumes, for the benefit of students lack- 
ing access to large libraries, or power to utilize their 
treasures in home study. Mr. H. Morse Stephen, one of 
the two latest historians of the period in question, has 
given to students of French oratory, or of political his- 
tory, a serviceable handbook in his two volumes, gather- 
ing the Principal Speeches of the Statesmen and Orators of 
the French Revolution, 1789-1795. The collection is larger 
(and therefore presumably addressed to advanced stu- 
dents) than Professor Crane’s similar Tableaux de la 
Révolution Francaise. Either or both may profitably be 
put upon the shelves of persons specially interested in 
an important epoch, or upon those of any public library 
not rich in eighteenth-century history. (2 vols., cloth. 
New York: Macmillan and Company. Price, $5.50.) 


It would seem as if no novelty in birthday books. re- 
mained to be discovered; but the latest one has a char- 
acter and serviceableness of its own. It is entitled 
A Gift of Love, and Loving Greetings for 365 Days, and 
has been compiled and arranged by Rose Porter, the 
long-known religious writer. Under each day of the 
year are printed a Bible verse and one or more selec- 
tions, in poetry or prose, from helpfully spiritual litera- 
ture, chiefly English and American of the nineteenth 
century, nearly all the citations containing the word or 
idea “love,” in some form. The quotations after the 
texts are introduced by the injunction ‘‘ remember.” 
The volume is prettily made, but is disfigured by such 
misprints as Dora Greenwall, Jonas Very, B. F. West- 
cote, D. M. Mulack, and Adelaide Proctor. (63<4} 
inches, cloth, pp. 234. New York: Fleming H. Revell 
Lo. Price, $1.00.) 


A novelty in manuals for religious use i# Answered 
Prayer, ‘‘ a Book of Remembrance Written before God,” 


.| prepared by Dr, A. T. Pierson, who contributes an intro- 


duction pointing out the uses of the neat booklet, and 
stating his own methods and attained benefits in the 
matter. \After a few texts and suggestions for Bible- 
readings, the volume consists of blank pages for entries 
under the following heads: “ Date of prayer begun,” 
* particular petition asked of God,” “‘ particular promises 
pleaded,” “ date and circumstances of answer.” (4}<3} 
inches, leather, pp. 27. New York: Fleming H. Revell 
Co. Price, 25 cents.) 


LITERARY NOTE3 AND NEWS. 


Asia has about twenty libraries containing over twenty 
thousand volumes apiece. One of the most important of 
these is the Royal Asiatic Society Library in Bombay, 
which has eighty thousand volumes, and expends more 
than three thousand rupees annually for the purchase of 
books. Naturally this collection is strong in Orientalia. 
Among the literary treasures of the Society is a large 
collection of Sanskrit manuscripts and a number of Per- 
sian manuscripts. The Punjab Public Library, in La- 
hore, has eighty thousand books on its shelves, and the 
Tiflis Library thirty-five thousand. The latter was es- 
tablished in 1846, and receives twelve thousand rubles 
annually from the Russian Government. It is rich in 
literature on the Caucasus, Persia, and Asia Minor. 





“What are books for?” is the question that arises in 
the mind of one who examines a recent London volume 
entitled Book-Collecting: A Guide for Amateurs. Here 
we are told about hand-made paper, famous printers 
or noted binders, and even get so far as to hear some 
talk about title-pages and privatély printed copies, as 
well as suppressed books, together with various sugges- 
tions as to means of picking up rarities ; but nowhere is 
there any hint that a book, at its best, skpuld have liter- 
ary value as well as scarcity in the market, oddity of 
make-up, or richly tooled covers.. A similar American 
volume is entitled From the Books of Laurence Hutton, 
in which the gentleman named discusses book-plates, 
extra illustrations, dedications, and other externals, 
The shabbiest copy of Lord Bacon's Essays, with his ad- 
vice On Studies, is worth more to the true lover of 
literature than both these pretty booklets or all the ex- 





not at least as familiar with the author’s scientific views 





crescences of literature which they describe, 
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week, The 
regular edition this week Jor subscribers is 
152,500 copies. Advertisers are free to examine 
the subscription list at any time. The advertis- 
ing rateis$1.25 per line, with discounts of from 
5 per cent on two insertions, to 40 per cent on 
an advertisement running a year. An adver- 
tiser agreeing to take a certain uniform amount 
of space (not less than three inches) in each is- 
sue for a year, may have such a position in the 
paper, regularly, as he may choose, so far as 
it will not conflict with earlier contracts with 
other advertisers, nor with the Publisher's idea 
of the general make-up of the advertising pages. 
All advertising, however, conditioned on an 
appearance upon the last page, will be charged 
an advunce of twenty per cent upon the regu- 
lar rates, 





SPECIAL NOTICES. 





False economy is practiced by people 
who bay inferior articles of food because cheaper 
than standard goods. Infants are entitled to the 
best food obtainable. It is a fact that the Gail 
Borden “ Eagle” Brand Condensed Milk 
is wee Sue infant food. Your grocer and druggist 
keep 


Twenty Notable Books 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. 


Mrs. Sarah K. Bolton’s “‘ Famous ” Books. 
“Famous Types of Womanhood.” 
**Poor Boys Who Became Famous.”’ 
“Girls Who Became Famous,” etc. 

10 vols. I12mo. Illustrated. $1.50 each. 


Warren Lee Goss’s. 
“Jed.”’ 12mo. Illustrated. $1.50. 
“Tom Clifton.” 12mo. Illustrated. 
*“ Recollections of a Private.” 
8vo. Llustrated. 


Mrs. Lydia Hoyt Farmer’s. 
“ Boys’ Book of Famous Rulers.” 
“ Girls’ Book of Famous Queens.”’ 
“Lafayette, the Knight of Liberty.” 
i2mo. Illustrated. §1.50 each. 








$1.50, 


$3.00, 


Anna Chapin Ray’s. 
“ The Cadets of Flemming Hall.” 
“Im Blue Creek Canon.”’ 
“ Malf a Dozen Girls.” 
“Half a Dozen Boys.’’ 


12mo. Illustrated, $1.2}each. Full of enthusiasm, 
exciting adventures, genial fun, and of high purpose. 


4 
Religious Classics. 


GOLDEN WORKS FOR DAILY COUNSEL. 
1émo. Cloth, red edge, $1.00, Gilt edge, $1.25. 
White and gold, $1.25. 


PILGRIM'S PROGRESS. 
lémo. White and gold, gilt edge, $1.25. 


TELL JESUS. 
lémo. White and gold, gilt edge, $1.00. 

THE SOU L’S INQUIRIES ANSWERED. 
18mo. Plain edge, 50 cents. Red edge, 75 cents, 
White and geld, 75 cents, : 


Three Notable Books. 
By the Rev. J. R. MILLER, D.D., 


THE EVERY DAY OF LIFE. 
MAKING THE MOST OF LIFE, 
SILENT TIMES, ’ 


16mo. Parti-cloth, gilt top, $1.00. White and gold, 
$1.25. Levant morocco, $2.50, 


T. Y. CROWELL & CO., 


New York and Boston. 


THE INDEPENDENT, 


NEW YORK, 








The Largest, 
The Ablest, 
The Best, 
Religious and Literary 


NEWSPAPER 


IN THE WORLD. 





It is a Newspaper, Magazine, and Review 
allin one. It isa religious, a literary, an edu- 
cational, a story, an art, a scientific, an agri- 
cultural, a financial, an insurance, and a politi- 
cal paper combined. It has 32 folio pages, often 
increased by from 4 to 12. 

No matter what a person’s religion, politics, 
or profession may be, no matter what the age, 
sex, employment, or condition may be, THE 
INDEPENDENT will prove a help, an in- 
structor, an educator. ‘ 

Its yearly subscription is $3.00; 6 months, 
$1.50; 3 months, 75 cents. 

A month’s “ Trial Trip,” 25 cents. 

Specimen copies free. 


THE INDEPENDENT, 


P. 0. Box 2787. NEW YORK. 


FOREIGN MISSION FIELDS, #ccfsirce 


copies monthly for one year, to oneaddress,$1. Single 








co at ten cents a vear, Samples free. Snd for sam 
pie aoe. . Mich, 


es 
S.A. RB. Fish, Editor and Pub., Flint, 





A SPECIAL OFFER TO READERS OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. — 





i 


You must have “The Century” in 1893. 


The new volume of THe Century MaGazine just beginning will be one of the greatest 
in its history,— full of instructive, elevating features as well as of entertainment. Among 
the serials which especially appeal to readers of this paper is the series on 


Science and the Bible. 


It will answer a great number of the questions that are now foremost in the world’s 
thought, and will help to strengthen Christian faith everywhere. It begins with 


‘‘ Does the Bible Contain Scientific Errors?”’ 


by Prof. Shields, of Princeton, in the November number. 
To this question Prof. Shields says ‘‘ No,”— “‘ Literary and 
textual obscurities there may be, like spots upch the sun, 
or rather like motes in the eye; but scientific errors in its 


by Prof. H. 8. Williams, of Cornell. The writer says, 
‘As I compare my present attitude with that I used to 
occupy, I find my reverence for God has grown, while I 
have lost a kind of sense of familiarity with God. The 
change impresses me as similar to the change of attitude 
toward my father. As we grew older, the dignity with 


divine purport would be the sun itself extinguished at 
noon. Such a Bible could not live in this epoch.” This 
paper is full of suggestions to Bible scholars. In the De- 
cember (Christmas) CENTURY appears 


‘The Effect of Scientific Study upon Religious Beliefs,” 


which he treated me, the reverence with which I tzeated 
him, both increased. yy. . 
treat it as a revelation of truth, as I treat nature as a 
revelation of truth; and I am not interested to find out 
the thousand ways in which it can be misconstrued.” 
These interesting articles will be followed by others on 


In using the Bible we should 


2 ‘The Present State of Old Testament Criticism,’’ ‘‘ Science and Religion,”’ 
‘‘The Bible and the Assyrian Monuments,’’ Etc., Etc. 
Other new features of Tar Century beginning in November and December include 


Two Serial Novels. 


Mrs. Burton Harrison’s brilliant novel of New York 
society, ‘‘Sweet Bells Out of Tune,” and ‘Benefits 
Forgot,” Wolcott Balestier’s story of life in Colorado. 


The Letters of Two Brothers. 


Interesting passages from letters which passed between 
General Sherman and Senator Sherman at critical times. 


Salvini’s Reminiscences, 
Selections from the autobiography of the famous Italian 
tragedian — his early struggles, first appearance, etc. 
‘* Balcony Stories’? and «To Gipsyland.”’ 


The first a series of sketches of Louisiana life, by Grace 
King; and the second the story of a search for the genuine 
Hungarian gipsy, by Mr. and Mrs. Pennell, richly illustrated. 


| The January Century 


contains the beginning of a valuable study of municipal 
reform, ‘‘The Cosmopolis City Club,” by Washington 


Gladden,— the story 


of a band of\ reformers and how they 
accomplished their work. The other contents include 


“The £1,000,000 Bank-Note,” a complete story by America’s greatest humorist, Mark Twain, 


February will be the richly illustrated Midwinter number. Important announcements of future serials will be made soon. 


This is the time to begin to take «The Century.” 


We make the following special of- 
fer to readers of this paper not already subscribers for or regular buyers of «« The Century”’: 


We will send you the November and December « Century’? FREE OF CHARGE on receipt 
of $4.00 for a year’s subscription beginning with January, 1893. 


November and December (the latter the Christmas num- 
ber) are two of the most beautiful issues of THe CENTURY 
ever made. They contain not only the above-named 
features (including ‘‘Does the Bible Contain Scientific 
Errors ?” and ‘The Effect of Scientific Study upon Religi- 
ous Beliefs”), but also a great number of illustrated arti- 
cles, and complete stories by Edward Eggleston, Thomas 


HOW TO DO IT. 


Riley, Bisho 


Nelson Page, Brander Matthews, Hezekiah Butterworth, 
F. Hopkinson Smith, Octave Thanet, and other well-known 
authors. James Russell Lowell, Rudyard Kipling, T. B. 
Aldrich, Mary E. Wilkins, John Hay, James Whitcomb 
H. C. Potter, and Archibald Forbes are 
among the other writers represented. 
the two numbers is 70 cents. 


Remit $4.00 by money-order, express-order, bank-check or draft to the undersigned. State 
that you are a reader of ‘‘The Sunday School Times,” that you are not already taking 


The regular price of 
They are free by this offer. 


“The 


Century,” and that you wish to avail yourself of this special offer and obtain the November and December numbers of ‘‘The 


Century” free of charge. We will enter the subscription and send the numbers. 


THE CENTURY CO. 33 East 17th Street, New York. 








107 THE LIBRARY OF 
AMERICAN LITERATURE, 


\N LITE! 1882 


EDMUND CLARENCE STEDMAN ano ELLEN MACKAY HUTCHINSON, 
Alone contains more carefully chosen, ably edited, and artistically arranged 


ADVENTURES DRAMAS, POEMS 
ANECDOTES, Essa Ys POLITICS, 
BALLADS, _. FICTIONS, THEOLOGY 
BIOGRAPHIES, HISTORIES, TRAVELS, 
CHARACTER SKETCHES, HUMOROUS ARTICLES, WARS. 
CORRESPON DENCH, NARRATIVES, WITCHCRAFTS, AND 
CRITICISM, NOTED SAYINGS, WONDERS, 
ORATIONS, 


than were ever befcre gathered within the same space or offered in one collection. * Bmong those 
best competent to testify, the following have+»made constant use of these volumes, and highly 
recommen em: 
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ns, 
And thousands of others who are well known. 


The Stedman-Hutchinson Library of American Literature is indispensable to busy 
rsons whose time is limited; to children whose tastes are to be formed; to those who use books 
or entertainment and instruction, and to all who wish t® know anything about eye sy od authors, or 
who wish to improve their own conversation and writ: It will cost you nothing to ask the next book- 
agent you meet to bring you this Lisrary. He will giad to bring it. In the mean time write to 


CHARLES L. WEBSTER & CO., 67 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 





















THAT'S THE MILK. 


PUBLIC OPINION EXTRACTS) 
(EVERY WEEK THEIR BRIGHT-& 


TOPICS. 


THAT'S THE CREAM. 


M 20,000 publications would coe? t 
° = $40,000 in yearly subscrip- 
ons. 


4 PUBLIC OPINION COSTS $3.5 


#Way Not Have te Cream 25 


Rev, Jas. McCosh, D.D., LL.D., saya: 

*The best journal existing for those who 
have not money to bu}, or time to read, a 
great number of newspapers.” ‘ 
Rev. Chas. F. Deems, D.D., says: 

“If I could take but one paper, it would 
be PuBtic Opinion. If I took a hundred, 1% 
should still need it,” 

Mention The Sunday School Times, and 
we will send you a specimen copy. 


THE PUBLIC OPINION CO., 


hington, D. ©. 


nl ee ee ee 



















© 





444444 OTOH OTTS 







































































































































































































































CAN 
HAVE 


THE 
Cosmopolitan 
Magazine 
pay your 
SCHOOL OR COLLEGE 


EXPENSES. 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 








*[Vol. XXXIV., No. 50, 
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1000 Free 


———< 





At the leading Colleges-of the country—Ya.r, Vassar, Harvarp, ANN ARBOR, 
WELLESLEY, UNiversiry or Cu1caco, GEORGETOWN, the great schools of Art, 
Medicine, Musi@, the leading Convents, the schools of Science or Agriculture,— . 


Scholarships. 


ALL ARE OPEN TO YOU. 


Tue COSMOPOLITAN MAGAZINE WILL SIGNALIZE ITS FIRST EDITION OF 150,000 COPIES FOR JANUARY 1893, 











HINTS AND HELPS 


ON THE INTERNATIONAL 8S. 8S. LESSONS 
FOR 1898. Pungent, practical expositions of the 
lessons for whole year. By Rev. David J, Burrell, D.D., 
and Rey. Joseph D, Burrell. 389pp. 12mo. $1.2. 

‘* Nowhere, hey f will the practical lessons and 

iritual teachings of the Sunday-school lessons for 
t Bpeneyorpand inere brighiiz, teresiy. and pelntediy 
presented than in these expository and homiletic 
studies. They are peculiarly suggestive.”—Christian 
Intelligencer 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL PAPERS 


THE CHILD'S PAPER (monthly). Bright, 
interesting reading, beautifully illustrated. Ten or 
more copies to one address, 10 cts.each per year. Sin- 
gle subscription, 25 cts. 


MORNING LIGMT (monthly), double sheet, 
can be used as a semi-monthly. Pure, wholesome 
reading, choice illustrations; syited for younger class- 
es, Terms same as ‘'Child’s Paper.” 


APPLES OF GOLD, for Primary classes, in 
weekly parts; beautiful pictures, and printed in large 
clear type ; a chromo picture each quarter. Nothing 
better for the littleones. Spbscription, 50 cts, a year; 
5 copies, 35 cts. each ; 10 or more copies, 25 cts. each. 


AMERICAN MESSENGER (weénthly). Full 
of practical Christianity, having bright articles from 
the best writers. It ought to be in every household. 
Singly, 25 cts. a year ; 5 copies to one address, $1 ; 20 
copies, $3.50; 40 or more copies, 15 cts. each. 


Each ofthe above to one subscriber, $1 per 
year, postpaid. Sample copies free. 





American Tract Society, 


150 NASSAU STREET, NEW YORK, and 
304 FOURTH AVE., NEW YORK. 


Boston, 54 Bromfield St. Phila., 1512 Chestnut St. 
Rochester, 93 State St. Chicago,211,213 Wabash A ve. 
Cincinnati,176 Elm St. San Francisco,735 Mark’tSt. 


Dorothy 
Darling. 


A book for little children in sim- 
ple language, by Mrs. GrorGeE A. 
PavLu, author of “ Prince Dim- 
ples.” Contents: Dorothy Dar- 
ling, What Happened to Dorothy, 
What the Doctor Said, Dorothy’s 
Surprise, Another Surprise, 
Mamma’s Surprise, Wash Day, 
More Misfortunes, The Doctor, 
Black Spots, More Spots, Betty’s 
Supper, Making Calls, Helping 
Mamma, Greedy Johnny, Run- 
ning Away, Lost Dorothy, Home 
Again, What Happened, Dorothy 
and the Buttons, Blackberry 
Tarts, How Mamma Found Out, 
etc. Square cloth, with 12 full- 
page illustrations from original 
photographs. Beautifully bound. 
$1.25, postpaid. The story of a 
real little girl, founded on fact, 
and suitable for the minds of very 
little children. 
JAMES POTT & CO., Publishers, 
14 and 16 Astor Place, New York. 
i JUST PUBLISHED. ie 
Worrnincton’s Annuat For 1893, 


Quarto béards, $1.25 ; cloth, gilt extra, $2.50. 

An entirely new volume, Consisting of interesting 
and original stories, poems, biographies, natural his- 
tory, and over 350 illustrations, printed by our patent 
process printing in colors, enclosed in a rich litho- 
grapltied cover of beautiful design. 


WORTHINGTON CO., 747 Broadway, N. Y. 
Ministers and Sunday-school Workers. 


Gospel from Two Testaments. 


A volume of 52 rich empomeey sermons on the 
International Sunday-school lessons for 1893, by nu- 
merous noted clergymen. Edited by President E. B. 
Andrews, of Brown University. 450 pages. Finely 
rinted and bound. An appropriate boliday gift. 
mt, prepaid, on receipt of $1.25. Liberal discount 
to the trade and to clubs of fifteen or over. 








’ The Cosmopolitan Magazire, Broapway, Firrn Avenue, AnD 25ru Srreet, New York. 





Lov ALE 


On the International $. S. Lessons 
is the one commentary that 
every teacher must have in or- 
der to do the best\ werk the 
coming year. Send for free 
specimen pages to 


W. A. WILDE & CO., 





25 BROMFIELD ST., - BOSTON, MASS. 








A Choice Gift *. *." *." *." *." 
A Grand Family Educator -. 
A Library in Itself'*." *." *. 
The Standard Authority °. 


NEW FROM COVER TO COVER. 
Fully Abreast of the Times. 


yD of the aie “Una- 
dged.” Ten years spen re 7 
100 editors exiployed, over $300, 
expended. 


SOLD BY ALL BOOKSELLERS. 


GET THE BEST. 
Do not buy reprinis of obsolete editions. 


Send for free pamphlet containing specimen 
pages and FULL, PARTICULARS. 


G. & C. MERRIAM CO., Publishers, 
Springfield, Mass., U. 8. A. 


PENTECOST’S 























COVERING THE 
INTERNATIONAL 


SapBATE SCHOOL LESSONS FOR 1893, 


12mo. 450 pp. Cloth, $1.00. Paper, 60 cents. 
A. S. BARNES & CO., Publishers, 


751 Broadway, New York. 
language and litera- 


GERMANIA scsi 


mended by college professors and the press as‘ the 
best effort yet made to assist the student of German 
and to interest him in his pursuit.” Its Beernners’ 
CorRNER furnishes, every year, a complete and inter- 
esting course in German Grammar. §2ayear. Sam- 
ple copies free. P.O. Box 151, Manchester, N. H. 


OUR £2" Sunday s no 
SES 


187 CHOICE SELECTIONS 
$30. PER 100; 


SILVE “PEK SS°ZES 
LYER-BURDETL.© COMPANY. 








A magazine for the 
study of the German 








QUESTIONS ano ANSWERS. 
ABOUT ELECTRICITY. 


Just the book for students and beginners in the study of 
Electricity. Handsomely illustrated and bound in cloth. 
Price S@ec., post-paid. BURIEK PUR. CO., LYNN, MASs. 





Samples of our 8.8. papers 


S —s in colors. Chil- 
en ree ren cry for them. See our6 

© picture papers before renew- 
ing for ’s3. Leonard Pub.Co., Bible House, Albany .N.Y. 


“ONE PIECE” Made of strong manilla paper. 
ustable Will fit any book without cut- 

ting. Send 2 cent stamp for sam- 
ple. W. B. Hartson, 59 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City. School books and supplies. 


MOST STRIKING of Christ as he wept over Jeru- 
salem. So true and touching Inexpression. This pic- 


ture, 12X18 Inches, and “ What to Read,” a family 








of allis Scheffer’s great picture 





E. A. JOHNSON & CO., Providence, R. I. 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN, & CD'S 


NEW BOOKS. 


Pagan and Christian Rome. 


By Ropotro LaANcTANI. author of Ancient Rome 
in the Light of Modern Discoveries,” giving the re- 
sults of archeological researches relating to the first 
five centuries of the Christian era, and describing the 
transformation of the Rome of the Cmesars into the 
capital of Christendom, With numerous illustra- 
tions. $6.00, 


Into His Marvelous Light. 


A book of thoughtful, inspiring, stimulating, hel 
ful discourses, By CHARLES CUTHBERT HALL, D.D., 
of Brooklyn. $1.50. 


An American Missionary in Japan. 


A book of great interest. By the Rev. Dr. M. L. 
Gorpon, for twenty years an able and devoted mis- 
sionary in that country. “$1.25. 


The World to Come. 


A volume of fresh, strong, noble sermons by the 
Rev. Dr. WILLIAM BURNET WRIeHT, author of 
“ Ancient Cities,” with a lecture full of curious infor- 
mation about Christmas, $1.25. 


On the Threshold. 


Dr. MuNGER’s wise and 
men and women ($1.00); 
“The Appeal to Life,” two books of broad, noble 
readable sermons ($1.50 each); and “‘Zamps a 
Paths,”" a volume of exceedingly sensible and at- 
tractive sermons te children ($1.00), 


Sold by booksellers, Sent, postpaid, by 


Houghton, Mifflin, & Co., Boston. 


CHAT TERBOX. 


interesting book for young 
“ Freedom of Faith” an 








TE TUS OF JUVENILES. oe 


value, or has had one-tenth the sale of this great 

annual. Millions ofcopies have been sold. 

The new volume for 1892-3 is just ready, and has 

over 200 large and entirely new pictures, several 

new stories ( ¢ach a book in itself), and hundreds 

of short stories, anecdotes, etc. The best Xmas 
resent possible for boys and girls of all ages. 
rder from your bookseller or us. 


ESTES & LAURIAT, Publishers, Boston 


Kind meth- 
ods have impressed 
the daily lesson upon 
the minds of young 
children—make the 













PLEASE 
THE CHILDREN 


way. My cards, us ng the International 
Sunday-School Lesson, are furnished every 
week for 30 cents a year—and impress the young, 
while furnishing them with a novel occupation. 
Send fora free sample card jen & MRS. RB. G- 
SMITH, 2424 East 22d St., Minneapolis, Minn. 


in the same 








B®” For 6 cls. postage and addresses of ten friends, the 
Housekeeper’s Weekly, 14 N, 9th St., Phila., sends Frex 
a supply Of safely cases for mailing coins, and one num- 
ber of that churming magazine. MARION HARLAND 
is chic contributor. 

NEW catalogue of books suitable for Sunday- 
4%. school libraries, with net prices from 25 to 50 per 
cent less than publishers’ prices, sent on application 
to H. B. Nims and Company, Troy, New York. 











“Santa Claus, Jr.,”~ a Christmas 

xX MAS cantata, a special feature being cho- 

ruses for female voices only. Sam- 

M U S | C ple copy, 25cts. Send 15cts. for sam- 

ples of three beautiful new Christ- 

mas services for the Sunday-school, with illustrated 

title-pages. Send 15 cts. for four beautiful Christmas 

anthems. Specimen pages of ‘‘ Triumphal Anthems” 

and “The New Song” free. 
GEO. F. ROSCHE & Co., 

178 State Street, Chicago, Ill. 


NEW CHRISTMAS EXERCISES. 


Let Earth Receive Her King, with music, 
etc. The Christ Child, for Primary department, 
with music. The Saviour Se Long Foretold, 
free Centuries Ago. Sweetest Story 
Ever Told, Cradied in a Manger, both for 
Primary. A)so fifteen othe Catalogue free. 

HENRY D. NOYES €o., Boston, M 


MAS CANDY BOXES. 
Send stamp for samples and prices. 
Ooox & Smrru, M’r’ns, 25 Paux Prace, N.Y, 
I'L BE A FRIERD 10 YOU. A. song as beautiful as the 
sentimentexpressed. To introduce this song and 
my musical ca 





ass. 














sent out from its own printing-house and bindery, by offering One Thousand Scholarships at the leading colleges and schools 
of the country, in consideration of work which any ambitious young boy or girl can readily do,—work at once honorable and 
easy of accomplishment. 

If you wish to educate yourself,—to have your tuition, board, lodging, and washing paid at any leading school or 


college without putting the expense upon your parents, and solely through your own efforts,—send for a pamphlet giving full 
particulars to 








(URITASM ste 





Christmas Selections soxs's'ns bret ey. cases 
School m represented. 16 pp. ice, 


composers of Sunda 

5 Cents Postpai: 
a New Christmas Service of Song 
and a es prepared by 


te 
The New Born King, 
C. H, Gabriel. Price 5 , Postpai Other Services, at 
are, “Ohristmus Joy Bells,” “Noel,” 


Good. Will to Men,” “P Earth,” Christ 
. eace on “The 
of Bethichem.” — 


a Holiday Entertainment of 
A Christmas Reverie, Song and Dialogue, by W. L. 
The Wonderful Story, 25’ cci% Postyaia. **°* 


20 Cents Postpaid. 


Juvenile Cantatas: 


“A Jolly Christmas,” 4 C. H. Gabriel Fast Issued). “One 
Obristmas Eve,” “ hristmas V a. *“OCatehing 
KrieaK ringle.” “Santa Cla Co.,” “The New Santa 
Claus,” “Santa Clause’ Mistake.” “Jud anta Claus,” 

The Walfs’ Christmas.” Price, of each 30 Cents, 
‘os 


Tt 
P > 
“BETHLEHEM” a beautiful cantata for adults, by 
‘Weatherly and Root. Price, 50 Cents. 
MUSICAL VISITOR for December will contain appro- 
priate Christmas Anthems. ro 
Catalogue of all kinds of Christmas music furnished om ap- 
plication. 


—PUBLISHED BY— 
THE JOHN CHURCH CO., Cincinnati, 0. 


Root & Sons Music Cea.. The John Ohureh Go» 
aoo Wabash Ave., Chicago. 13 E. 26th St., New York. 


HRISTMAS SERVICES. 


THE CHRISTMAS MESSENGERS. A 
Christmas Concert Exercise 
By E. 8S. LORENZ and JESSE H. BRO wr. 





CHRISTMAS. A Christmas service by Chas. H. 
Gabriel. Prices of the above two services: five cents 
each ; 50 cents per dozen ; $4.00 per hundred, all post- 
paid. 

BETHL 
J. Berg. Esenwein. 
Star.” Prices, five cents eac 
$3.50 per hundred, all postpaid. 

OTHER SERVICES. “ Desire of all Nations,” 
“Christmas Voices,” *‘ Messiah Star,” ‘‘Gospel Tid- 
ings,” ‘At the Manger,” are all delightful services, 
Prices, postpaid, five cents each ; 50 cents per dozen } 
$3.50 per hundred, except “ At the Manger,” which is 
23.25 per hundred, 

CHRISTMAS SELECTIONS. Nos. 1, 2, and 3. 
Three books of recitations, poems, exercises, and 
dialogues, compiled by E. 8. Lorenz. Very rich in 
available matter for Christmas entertainments, 
Prices, fifteen cents each; the three combined, 40 
cents, Send for special Holiday lists. 


For sale by booksellers, and by the publisher, 


W. J. SHUEY, Dayton, Ohio. _ 
CHRISTMAS MUSIC. 


SANTA AND THE FAIRIES. By Dr. W. How- 
ARD DoaNE. New cantata, bright melodies, humorous 
dialogues. Easily rendered. 30 cents by mail. 

KING OF NATIONS. By the Rev. Rogpert 
Low®y. Asplendid Christmas service for Columbian 
year. 16 pages. 5 cents by mail: 

CHRISTMAS CROWNS. Kindergarten plan. 
By Mrs.W.F. Crartrsand H.P.Marn. A‘hew service, 
motion songs and Christmas wreaths, 6 cents by mail. 

THE CHRISTMAS KING. By Mrs. W. F. 
CraFrtTs. Introducing flags of pasactnal nations, etc. 
6cts. by mail. (12 flags, $1.18; 24 flags, $2.36, postpaid.) 

CHRISTMAS ANNUAL, No. 23, contains a 
variety of beautiful carols. 4 cents by mail. 

RECITATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS TIME, 
No.3. Choice, fresh,simple. 4 cents by mail. 


A good line of Octavo Anthems for Choirs, etc. 


THE BICLOW & MAIN CoO., 
81 Randolph St., Chicago. 76 E. 9th St., New York. 


Festal Days for Christmas. 


THE CHRISTMAS MESSENGERS. By Miss 
Jessie Brown and E.S. Lorenz. Bright text, delight- 
ful music. 

CHRISTMAS. By Chas. H. Gabriel. Admirable. 
5 cents each ; 50 cents per dozen ; $4.00 per hundred. 

THE KING’S BIRTHDAY. By E. 8. Lorenz. 
5 cents each ; 50 cents per dozen; $3.50 per hundped. 
Samples of these three services, 10 cents in coin. 

CHRISTMAS TREASURY, Nos. 1,2, and3. Rect- 
tations, dialogues, exercises, songs, andanthems. 10 
cents each ; $1.00 per dozen. . The 3 for 25 cents in coin. 

CHRISTMAS CHIMES. A collection of brilliant 
and practical dialogues, exercises, tableaux, little 
songs, quartets,etc, Fullof goodthings. It includes 
the entertainment, “The Dollis’ Festival,” a capital 
hit, 25 cents per copy. 

THE TOYMAKERS OF WONDERLAND. A new 
Christmas cantata by Chas. H.Gabriel. Is one of the 
brightest and most charming he has prepared. 30 
cents per copy, postpaid ; $3.00 per dozen, not paid. 

Send for circulars of all our Christmas publications, 

Address, LORENZ & CO., Dayton, O. 
WARD & DRUMMOND, 711 Broadway, New York 


a —_ 


. i 

EHEM’S BABE, By Isa. Baltzell and 
A —— to ** Messiah's 
; 50 cents per dozen; 














A SPECIAL GIFT EDITION OF 


LIVING HYMNS, 


BY HON. JOHN WANAMAKER AND J. R. SWEREY, 
is now offered, postpaid, at $1.25. The ele- 
gant appearance of this edition makes it 
desirable for Christmas gifts. 








\ magazine.one year.80c. J. M. Neff, Covington. Ohio, 


talogue,I will send both for 4c.In stam: 
Wm. Adrian Smith. 30 West 126th Street. New Yor. 


. 


JOHN J. HOOD, **+85= Poo" 














December 10, 1892.] 
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The Atlantic 
for 1893 


will contain, among other attractions, 
Old Kaskaskia, a Serial Story by 
Mary Hartwell Catherwood, 
who will be favorably remembered as the 
author of “ The Lady of Fort St. John.” It 
begins in the January number. 
James Bryce, M.P., 


will consider “‘ American Influence on 
lish Political Institutions.” This is 4 
in which Mr. Bryce is a master. 


Penelope’s ae any > ecpema by 

Kate Douglas Wiggin 
will bring fresh entertainment to those who 
know Mrs, Wiggin’s delightful books, 

Studies in American Biography, 

which are a feature of the Atlantic, will be 
continued by papers on George William Cur- 
tis, George Buncrojt, ete, 

The Feudal Chiefs of Acadia, by Dr. 
Francis Parkman, the eminent bhis- 
torian, 

Improvement of Living. 

Papers by thoughtful writers on The Preser- 
vation of Country Beauty, on Libraries, Art 
Museums, Museums of Science, etc. 

TERMS: $4.00 a year in advance, postage free. 


November and December numbers free to 
new subscribers remitting before December 20. 


Postal notes and money at risk of sender, Re- 
mit by money-order, draft, or registered letter, to 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN, & CO., BOSTON. 
SUNDAY 


SUNDAY @URISTMAS 
ENTERTAINMENT ! 


CHIMNEY BRICK 
CANDY BOXES! 
" THE VERY LATEST! 


They will please the Schol- 
ars and Teachers.—We havo 

Bex (% Ib, ».) 
fac 


rk 








FOR THE 









Conrrighied.) 


Accordl to bf Own or some 
other 4 takes chimney apart and gives a brick 

filled with ih candy to each one. Prices are reasonable 
and exp charges lower a, other boxes, as the 
betcks tome folded up—ecouomizing space and pre- 

break: in Geom" “They are con 8 set u 

when received. “First come, first served,” 80 sen: 
order ther as soon as possible, or tell the committee 


t 
Pri 00; from 200 to 500 
" 100+ P7508 ber Soe kandved 
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SPECIAL NOTICE.—With all ord ers we send the 
beautiful dialogue, “Santa Claus’s Trouble and its 
py, Ending,” itten ks, 
and when ormed with them makes an 


ment never equalled in any comes ones. 


ith he magi i ~ ~~ wien + resents for the chil: 
Ww r io wan rovides 
a San , aseemingly hopeless 


sedienmmant toh real ecrprare 60 all 
icament, is & real su se 
° Book alone 1c, Samples of of Bricks FREE. 


SKIDMORE & CO., Inventors and M’f’rs, 


66 JOHN ST., N. ¥. CITY. 


SANTA CLAUS BOX. 


This cut represents 
our box for holding 
candies at Christmas 
festivals and Sunday- 
| school celebrations. 
|} Santa Claus is repre- 
sented in six colors on 
each box. It will be 
BURE to please the 
children. Strongly 
¥\| made in two sizes. 
|) Price, per hundred, 3<- 

Ib., $2.50; 1 Ib., $3.00. 
One sample, by mail, ¢ 
cents. Wehavealarge 
variety of cheaper 
boxes in 4, 4, or 1 1b. 
sizes from $1.00 per 
hundred up. Send for 
list FREE. 


GOODENOUGH & 
WOGLOM CO., 
122 Nassau St., 
New York City. 


SEND FOR CATALOGUE 
CHRISTMAS and GIFT BOOKS. 


Special terms to Sunday-schools. e 
IBBOTSON BROS., Richfield Springs, N. ¥. 
HOIRS WILL LIKE IT. 
———————— Ee 
ROWN ANTHEMS (New). By W. A. OG- 
DEN. Sample copy, 2s cents. Specimen pages free. 
Address, The W. Whitney Co., ) Toledo, Ohio. 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS. 


THE GREAT 























” OIL,GAS 
ELECTRIC LICHT 








GICTANTERNS 
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Gifts for Yo 


ur Scholars. 





Many teachers in the Sunday-school are at a loss to know 


just what to give their/scholars at Christmas. 
the gifts should be useful and inexpensive. 


They know that 
They would perhaps 


like to give books of periodicals if they could get the right thing 


at the right price. Here is a list 


for many. 


The International Lessons. 
(Pocket edition.) 

A little book Prax inches) containing all 
the lessons of the year, and fifty-two blank 
pages for notes. It is printed on thin, tough 
paper, and neatly, bound in cloth, with side 
stamp in colorand gold. Just the thing for 
those wh >» wish to look over the lesson at odd 
minutes. Single copy, by mail, 25 cents; five 
or more, 20ceniseach. B und in fine leather, 
50 cents ; five or more, 40 cents each. 


The Ten Commandments. 
By H. Clay TRUMBULL. 

Here is a new view of the Ten Command- 
ments in the light of Oriental methods of 
thought and manner of s h, Instead of 
being arbitrary comma: of God, they are 
shown to be ten clauses in a covenant of love. 
To gain this view of them is to learn how love 
is the fulfilling of the law. 38 pages (544x734 
inches). Price, 25 cents. 


Two Northfield Sermons, 


By H. CLay TRUMBULL. 


1. Moral Color Blindness. 
2. Our Duty of Making the Past a Success. 


These sermons were delivered before the 
World’s Students’ Conference: at Northfield. 
Their strong, practical words on present duty 
will appeal especially: to young men. Inone 
volume of 53 pages (544 x 744 inches). Price, 
30 cents, 





which may solve the question 


The Sunday School Times. 


The older scholars, perhaps, will appreciate 
The Sunday School Times as much as will 
the teachers. It is well suited for all Bible 
students. It brings to their aid the ablest 
Christian scholarship of the world. If you 
subscribe for five or more copies in a package 
to one address, you can supply your class 
with this paper at less than a cent a week for 
each scholar. Full particulars are given on 
the fourteenth page of this issue. 


The Scholar's Magazine. 
a $2 monthly publication, contain- 
bright, wholesome home reading for the 
~ olars; also the International Sunday- 


school lessons. Hundreds of schools alreac y 
take this magazine, Its price,is remarkably 
low. aan -five cents a year; for five or 
more copies, in a package to one ‘address, one 
cent each per month, or twelve cents per 
year. 


The Scholar’s Lesson Guide. 


A 16 page maga agazine, issued quarterly, con- 
pee ae be th the International essons a brief 
and simple plan of lesson study, which 
the scholar would undertake, rather than a 
complicated one which h» would let alone. 
It is prepared bv a skilled worker at lesson- 
helps. ve or more copies in a package to 
one address, one cent each per quarter; four 
cents each per year, 


Principles and Practice. 


By H. CLay TRUMBULL. 


1. Ourselves and Others. 
2, Aspirations and Influences. 


8. Seeing and Being. 
4. Practical Paradozes, 


5. Character-Shaping and Character-Showing. 
6. Duty-Knowing and Duty-Doing. 


These six volumes of brief essays, averagin 
inches), are wy bound in clot 
cents a volume for less than a set. 


(6%x4% 


box. rice, $2.50 a set, or 


= per book 
enclosed in a 


Each volume is'complete in tself, and is rich in helpful, suggestive 


thought, 


lisher. 
logue of publications, will be sent 


All books in this list for sale by booksellers, or sent cop by the pub- 
Specimen copies of all vey sega nwa mentioned, an 
ree upon application. 


complete cata- 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











5000 BOOK AGENTS WANTED FOR . 


DARKNESS{DAYLIGHT 


or ents AND SHADOWS OF NEW yous 2 
AW dA thrilling 


l, 
ae. Nee ae a 


Lyman ‘Abbott,. 
ye wemmer | pay reality. 
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Me Agente Was inte 
and Pas ergata 
“A. D. WO fi NGtro sn 
Sai we Wont good't INeTon iis aAGAZ ee 
scores th roy f "4 a 
Lady pert nee ie particulars ty: 

HURRAH For COLUMBUS 

Lady or gentoman | fw Ady some Lelonre we wont! 
eve one to take ra for “THE D 
a NQUEST ort HE NEW WoRLD, ‘ad (kf 

SP eb 008 for illustrations alone. Average tit 
sales, 1,500 volumes, Agents wae with success. The 
Rev. D. Potter of New York made $!D in one week; 

ss E. Reed of Connecticut, $30 in one hour ; J. Davis 
of Tilinols took forty orders in one building, A Bo- 
nanza! kson credit, Freight paid. For farther 
particulars write to sole publishers, H. J. SMITH 

& CO., Philadelphia, Pa., or Chicag~, 111. 
NDIA anD MALAYSIA! 

By BISHOP J. M. THOBURN, D. D., 
ee Years a Mi wn tn Indta, 
oyal Octavo Volume, 562 Pages, 
osyttully gat Illustrated. ‘ull ‘Rassia, 92s boone 
AGENTS 3 Ww ANTED : 

LIBERAL TERMS, ' TERRITORY FREE. 
For Descriptive and Confidential Circulars, address 

CRANSTON & CURTS, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
$25 to $50 a week can be made selling. 

By T. De Witt Talmage. 

This is the greatest Talmage book ever published, 
Agents wanted. Write for terms, HUBBA D 
PUB. CO., 402-6 Race St., Philadelphia, 
JOHN Greenleaf Whittier; His Life, Genius, 

and Writings. By W.Bloane Kennedy author 
of“ Life of Longtellow.” 380 pages, illustrated cloth, 
$1.50; half russia, $2.00, Single copies mail Agents 
wanted, Derb y & Miller, tao Church 8&t.; es York, 








CHURCH FURNISHINGS, 





an 
‘ Opera Chaira. 
MALL 


6 Bromfield at, 
Boston, Mass, 














WE DO IT EVERY TIME! “ton $50 to $200 


HOw. 


We sell from our 


RGAN S and PIANOS 


at prices that are simply 


have now 
ufact 


sixth annual 


’ Bree, ends 


DO metals m8 It’? 


holesale prices weet te the publie, 
e are doing a mar- 
usand Pianos pedis Or pee per moat. 
To prove sare fo; 
in colors. FREE 
amine it, and you will see that we = saling 


For CASH and on 
EASY gph lf 
WONDERFULLY LOW. Ww 
some of the finest styles of Organs and Pianos ever name 
ir new catalogue shows all 

jal offers are now 
at all prices. Organe from 835, P 
me cas paym -~-¥ 4 

e haves 


Puke 


usiness. 
ou live within 





we snot 
responsible for 
our contracts. 


u o< 
a SATISFACTION, NO PAY? All 
shipped on free trial warranted 


instruments 


for ten years. 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE AT ONCE TO 


GrvisnaG. 





Old Established & Reliabi: 
Washington, 
NEW JERSEY. 








CHIC 





offered, and are attract 


} CHICKERING & SONS, 


Founded } 
1823. 
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| Our productions of the present fear are the finest we have ever 


ing world-wide notice, 


791 Tremont St., Boston, Mass. 
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BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY, 
Serie att 


CHURCH BELLS ¢ ts 


ecomaen aa eeeee tone, x aD. 














BAXTER C. SWAN 





CHURCH, HALL «x> LODGE 
FURNITUR E 


is OREAT VARIETY. 
we on Seati 
Folge Chul (ommanioe 


T We, ~ 4 
er ehtiihsa ees 


~PULPIT FURNITURE. 


SHAW, 27 Sudbury Street, Boston. 
AF for illustrated a ay 
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Celebrated for their Pure Tone, Elegant 
Designs, Superior Workmanship, and 
Great Durability. Sold on easy terms. Old 
instruments taken in exchange.a Write for 
catalogue and full information, 


170 Tremont St.. Boston. Mase. 


“en 


ay “CROWN” 
& PIANOS AND ORGANS. 


WELL SPENT, is o cent sent to (your affivems, on 980 « 
tai) if you wish a Piano or want verses the 


“Orewn” « give cap ete., for the 
best ones. earn how it’s done, ° 
GEO. P. BENT.UClerk No.16), Chicago, Lil, 


MASON & HAMLIN 


Sold for cash and easy 
New styles just a 
Send for illustrated Cetal 
NEW YORK. CHICAGO, 


ORGANS & PIANOS 


CHURCH |  xstanisnea 1807. 
©] RCAN NS Correspondence invited.) 


OOK & HASTINGS, Boston, Mass. 













































































Permanent and attractive for 
PAN E LE D churche-, halts, my Re 
METAL for designs and es! imates to 


A. NORTHROP 2&2 CO., 


CEILINGS Pittsburg. Pa.” 











ANNERS FOR SUNDAY- SCHOOL 
NNERS, FOR, SUNDAY- SCHOOLS. 


Gena for ies, pt ri a 
or us. ce- 
©. A. ones oes & CO., 183 N. 34 Ht,, Phila., Pa, ' 


FLAGS AND BANNERS. 
SISCO BROS., Baltimore, Md, 
ustrated cataloaus, 


bend fori 
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THE SUNDAY SOHOOL" ‘TIMES. " 





_ PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. — 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES is published week!y 
atthe following rates, for either old or new subscrib- 


ers. These rates include postage: 
ONE COPY, one year, . ..$1.50 
Onecopy, five years, fuil payment ‘in ‘advance.. 5.00 


TO MINISTERS, Missionaries, and Theologic al Stu- 


im advance. 


SCHOOL CLUBS. 


Any school or any set of teachers, or of scholars, 


will be sappued with as many copies as may be de- 


sired, at the following yearly club rates: 


For any number of copies (more than one) mailed | 


to individual addresses, $1.00 each. 


| 
For five or more c = sen in a package to one address, | 


Hcent#each. A packaye thus sent is addressed to 
one person only, and no names can be written or 
printed - the separate papers. 

The vers foraciub may be ordered sent partly 
to ind vk val addresses at $l. 00 each, and partly ina 
package to one address, at 50 cents each, when 80 de- 
sire 

The papers fora club should ail go to one post-office, 
although in cases where a portion of the teachers ofa 
aonoo! Ge et.their mail matter from one post-office, and 
Others in the same school get theirs from another, 
the vapers will be sentaccordingly. This applies to 
te kage clubs, at the fifty-cent rate, to the extent that 

arge clubs may be divided into packages of five or 
more, if desired. 


FREE COPIES. One free copy, additional, will be 
allowed for every ten Comite pate Se for inaclub ofeither 
charicter. The free copies fo F, - e clubs cannot 
well be sent separately, but will be included in the 


Ph dditions may be made at any time to a club—such 

additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 

with the club as originally ordered, and the rate to 

be the ay ate gre share of the yearly élub rate. 
Schools that are open during only a portion of the 
ear, may subscribe at club rates for such a length of 
me as the papers may be required. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS. Subscribers to whom the 
paper is mailed, separately, at the rate of $1.50 or $1.00 
ayear, may have the address changed at any time 
w thout charge. Members of package clubs do not 
have thia privilege, but any such may have bis paper 
changed from the package to an individyal address, 
by paving fifty cents, the difference ifthe price of the 
two classes of subse riptions, or may order an extra 

copy of the paper sent to a vacation address, at the 

of three cents a week for a short term, or twenty- 
five cents for three months. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
Changed should be careful to name, not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should Include 
both county and state. 

If a club subscription is renewed by eommooter pee 
80n than the one who sent the previous subscription, 
such parson will oblige the publisher by stating that 
the club he subscribes for takes the place of the one 
formed last year by 

The paper will not be sent to any subscriber peyend 
the time paid for, unless by special request. The 
pers for a club will invariably be discontinued at he 
expiration of the subscription, Renewals should 
therefore be made early 

Enough copies of any one issue of the pever to en- 
able ali the teachers of a school to examine It, will be 
sent free, upon application. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


The Sunday Schoo! Times will be sent to anv of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rates, which include pest e: 

One copy, one year, shillings. 
‘Two or More copies, one year, 6shillings each, 
To ministers and missionaries, 

for one or more copies, 6 shillings each. 

fo secure the above rates for two or more copies, the 
papers must be ordered at one time, and they will be 
— either singly to the individual addresses, or in a 
peer age to one address, whichever may be preferred 

y the subscribers. 

For Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, ‘London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subse riptions at the above rates the 

pee to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the 
subscribers, 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 
P, O. Box 1550, 


Macbeth’s “pearl top” and 
“pearl glass” lamp-chimneys 
are carefully made of clear 
tough glass ; they fit, and get 
the utmost light from the 
lamp, and they last until 
some accident breaks them. 

“Pearl top” and “pearl 
glass” are trade-marks. Look 
out for them and you needn’t 


be an expert. 
Pittsburgh. Gro. A. Macsetx Co, 





The easiest lamp to manage and care for,— 
that is 


- “The Pittsbu rgh,” 





dents, $1.00 a year, or 4.00 for five years, full payment 







clothes 


It isn’t 








(Vol. XXXIV., No. 50, 











“The Same As,” 


and it isn’t “as good as” no mat- 
ter what any grocer may tell you 
about any imitation of Pearline 
He makes more money on it, of 
course—but do you want to ruin your 


for his profit. Some of the 


imitations of Pearline are sold at a 
lower price, naturally. They ought to 
be cheaper, for they’re not.as good. 
Some of them are dangerous, and would 
be dear at any price, 


None of them is 


equal to Pearline, the original washing compound, which 
Saves more work in washing and cleaning than anything else 
that doesn’t do harm. Pearline is never peddled, and it 


offers no prize packages. 
Get it from some good. grocer. 





Every package i8 a prize in itself. 


sit = JAMES PYLE, New York. 
















CE 
hands, ! ethe i ab red. 
" re ron, and burn 
vine Rising Sun Stove Polish ts Brilliant, O¢or- 
Durable, and the consumer pays for no tin 
package with every purchase, 








Enametine 


LITTLE LABOR, NO D DUST 
ere. 
LLP SCOTER CO BEB 


awit 








The Marked Success 


of Scott’s Emulsion in consump- 
tion, scrofula and other forms of 
hereditary disease is due to its 
powerful food properties. 


Scotts Emulsion 


rapidly creates healthy flesh— 
proper weight. Hereditary 
taints develop only when the 
system becomes weakened. 





Nothing in the world 
of medicine has been 
so successful in dis- 
eases that are most 
menacing to life. Phy- 
sictans everywhere 
prescribe it. 

















Prepared by Scott & Bowne, N. Y. All druggists. 





FOR For WEAK LUNGS 


Winchester’s Aypophosphite of Lime & Soda. 
a Cipents Indigestion toes cf Vigor and ® 
Abeet te, and di oa from pote 
the Blood, ‘Winchester’s ‘ypophosphi 
agood remedy, Song soneneiiane asa ain 
Tonic, Brain, Nerve and Blood Food. 
BOLD BY DORUGGiIs Ts. 
WINCHESTER & CO. weniate 
162 William 8t., N. ¥. 





IMPORTANT. _ 


What will buy of Dew ute 
canned fruits and vegetables : 
cans corn, 3 Cans peas, 2 cans aN 
paragus, 6 cans tomatoes, 4 cans 
String beans, 2 cans lima beans, 2 
cans pineapple, 2 cans strawber- 
ries, 2 cans SEP DSSECOS, 3 2 cans 
peac hes, 2 cans pe 

The aboveall Macked securely in 
one strong box. 

Payment can be made by check 
or P. 0. order. We intend Dew 












COPYRIGHTED, 
Drop goods shall be known in every family reading 
The Sunday Schoo! Times. 

J.W. BROWN & CO.,103 Arch St., Philad’a. 





Boston Linen, 
Boston Bond 


The leading 
00 You and Bunker nin. 
Price moderate. If 





papers are 
WRITE ? 
your stationer does not keep them, send 


Quality superior. 
6c. » for samples. Samuel Ward Co.. Boston, 1 Mass. | \ 








WATCHES FREE 2° 





Unlike the Dutch Process 
No Alkalies 


Other “Chemicals 


are used in the 
preparation of 


W. BAKER & CO.’S 


\\ BreakfastCocoa 


which is absolutely 
pure and soluble. 


)\ Ithas morethan three times 
the strength of Cocoa mixed 
I with Starch, Arrowroot or 

a Sugar, and is far more eco- 
nomical, costing less than one cent a cup. 
It is deliciohs, nourishing, and EASILY 
DIGESTED. ee 

Sold by Grocers everywhere. 


W. BAKER & CO., Dorchester, Mass, 


GRATEFUL—COMFORTING. 


EPPSS COCOA. 


BREAKFAST. 


“ By athorough knowledgeofthenaturallawswhich 
gov ern the operations of digestion and nutrition, and 
»y a careful apecagon of the fine properties of well- 
selected Cocoa, Epps has provided our breakfast 
tables with a delicate flavored bever: P which may 
save us many heavy doctors’ bills. It is by the judi- 
cious use of such articles of diet that a constitution 
may be gradually byt up unearons enough to resist 
every tendency to Misease. Hundr of subtle’mala- 
dies are floating around us ready to attack wherever 
there isa weak point. We may escape many a fatal 
shaft by keeping ourselves well fortified with pure 
blood and a properly nourished frame.” — Civil Service 
Gazette, Made pars with boiling water or milk. 
Sold only in half-pound tins, by grocers, labeled thus: 
JAMES EP & Co., » Homaageme Chemists, 

ndon, England, 


INSTANTANEOUS CHOCOLATE. 


No trouble, no boiling, alwa: inidb 
tin cans at 7c. STEPHEN SON, 
inventors rs and 01 only nly manufacturers, rers, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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book, Mew to paper 
Onger direct from thomnes 

ou get the very latest s' . at pose 
price than others, Good -: rae G 
paper 4c, Handsome Go! a pert of pa 
pers, 8 and 10c. per roll, wide borders 
and ceilings to match. Agentssend for 
large sample books, money easily made taking orders. 
W™. WALLACE. — — = ae: Pa. 


100 Samples, latest styles, 
and comp lete instruction iF FE 














To "BOYS: 
AND CIRLS 


WITH ORDERS OF Si2. $15. $20. and $25. 





GHEATANERICAN 


3% ibs. 
FINE TEA 


by mail or express, 
on receipt of 


$2:20 FaN see 


COMPANY } 


Brass Lamp, 


yment. A 












Now’s your time to get orders for our celebrated T 
and Baking Powder, and secure a beautiful Gold Band or Moss Rose 
China Tea Set, Dinner Set, Gold Band Moss Rose Toilet Set, Watch, 
Castor or Webster’s International Dictionary. 

If you enjoy a cup of Delicious Tea, send in your orders. 


BEAUTIFUL PREMIUMS GIVEN AWAY 
with $5 orders and upwards. 


CoOoD NEWS 


to LADIES. 


REATEST OFFER 


Coffees 


The most extraordina 


during the next 830 days, China Tea Sets ana Lamps with 
0, $15 &$20 orders, to introduce our excellentNew Crop Teas. 


THIRTY YEARS’ NATIONAL REPUTATION 
for selling PURE GOODS only. 


Postage Soupe bien 


Handsome Panel to all. For fullse full particulars, send 


_| TEM GREAT AMERICAN TEA COMPANY. ©. 0. Bor 289,) 31 and 39 VESEY $7, NEW TORE. 


Horlick’s 
Malted Milk 


is pure fresh cows’ milk, sterilized and combined 

with an extract of selected grain. It will not 

curdle nor sour on the stomach, having been 

Pepain’ digested by the action of the Plant 
in, prepared by our special ~rocess, 


Babies 


thrive when fed Horlick’s Malted Milk. It is 
next to mother’s milk, the best food for a baby. 
Mother’s milk—nature’s own food—is the best, 
provided the mother is strong and well. If either 
mother or child is not thriving, try Horlick’s 
Malted Milk for both. Ask your Doctor about it, 


Mothers 


by thousands unite in giving grateful testimony 
to the virtues of Malted Milk as a food for babies. 


Ao 


At all druggists. Endorsed by all physicians. Send 
to us for a free sample. 
THE MALTED MILK CO. 
LONDON, ENG. RACINE, WIS. 








IF YOU WISH your infant to be 
well nourished, healthy, and vigorous. 


THE - BEST - FOOD 


For Hand-Fed Infants, Invalids, Conva- 
lescents, Dyspeptics, and the Aged. 


Our Book for MOTHERS, 
“THE CARE AND FEEDING OF INFANTS,” 
Matlied free upon request. 
Do.iBeR- GOODALE Co. amateneevetl 





OWNS 





Relieves all forms of 
Dyspepsia. Prescribed 
by 25,000 physicians 
this 8 year. 





THE BEST 


WIND MILL 


MADE, IS THE 


= NERMOTOR. 


Write for fllustrated catalogue showing eve az Beers ge 
windmill and the advantages of the AERM 


THE AERMOTOR CO., Chicago. 













»pBEe Lrour own 


— PRINTER! 


Card Press, $3, ‘Bize for cir- 
culars of small new spaper, 
$22. Saves you money and 
makes money ey printing for 
A neighbors. printed in- 
§ structions, A stam 
catalogue of 

§ cards, etc., tot 

KE 











for 













DIXON’S ose PENCILS 


Are unequaled for smooth, tough leads. 
Ifyour stationer does not keep them, mention The 
and 166. in stamps to Joseph Dixon Orucible Com 
pany, Jersey City, N.J., for samples worth double the mone, 





USE BUSHNELL’S 


POPULAR PAPER WALLETS. 


They are made from the toughest rope manillastock, 
specially prepared, will wear like leather, and are 
worth ten timesthelr cost to any one who carries cards 
or papers in his pockets, while they are —S enough 
to use for general filing of papers. etc. tencents 
for three samples, and list of sizes and prices, by mail. 








Try them ALVAH BUSHNELL, 
106 and 108 S. Fourth Street, Phila.. Pa. 

















December 10, 1892.] 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES: 








~ We Cut Down, ) 


the price of Washing Powder from 15 cts. a A pound to 61 cts. a pound, 





Gold Dust 
Washing Powder 


‘ The daily cleaning and weekly washing can be 
Flas wens Me BETTER done by Gold Dust Washing Pow- 
er than wit oap or other 
Washing Powder, and at less than One Half the Cost. 
Your grocer will sell you a package—4 pounds—for 25 cents. 


N. K. FAIRBANK & CO., Sole Manufacturers, 


CHICAGO, ST. LOUIS, NEW YORK, PHILADELPHIA, BOSTON, 
BALTIMORE, NEW ORLEANS, SAN FRANCISCO, 
PORTLAND, ME., PORTLAND, ORE., PITTSBURGH AND MILWAUKEE. 


W. L, DOUGLAS 
es 











-_ d sub- 
eters noe wit zw of oogras 
name andthe price s 

= subst! wdutent and 





tutions are pre 
ect to prosecution 


ain 
der fi 


Taw for o 










money un= 
se pretences. 


inside, fi 


.00 Shoo ma 
8, securely sewed at the outside = (as n in cut), 
which’ ves double the wear of chea welt shoes sold at swod 
price, for such easily rip, having _ss one ome 
toa maerow ours grip Et seo r on the edge, and 
worn through 
The two solesot tl the We L. DOUGLAS 
when through ean be “repaired as 


pecessary, asthe will never rip or loosen 


| vay oe welt ae 
aving on pearance to comm: 
them, eet i. porch at! 


nend 
ers; cee a 


vate ¢ Cait; ea 


Will give exclusive sale to lealérs general — ts where I have 

* le Cary plac ect ory 

pent: ng ida t fonoornigeaes fet ostage fa! 'W. Le Douglas, | Besse iisss: 4 
wl 








THE SHAWKNIT HALE-HOSE mat THER REPUTATION. | 


THEY ARE THE 


BEST-FITTING, 
LONGEST-WEARING, 
MOST COMFORTABLE, 


THEY ARE MADE IN 


A GREAT VARIETY OF 
, COLOR-EFFECTS IN 
Cotton, MerinoanaWool 


SEND 
For Descriptive Price-List. 


SHAW STOCKING C0, 


LOWELL, MASS. 





————_ 
ON THE TOE. 

















CHRISTMAS 


of charge a 
Handsome 








NEILL’ S 


SIXTH AVENUE, 
20th to 21st Street, New York. 


IMPORTERS AND RETAILERS. 





Lareet and fet elisha of fs Kid in the Unie Ste, 


IS COMING. 


When you are looking for Souvenirs suitable for Holiday Gifts, 
call and examine our stock, for we are now displaying 


The Largest and Finest Collection 


OLipay coe?” 


ever exhibited in this city, and at the lowest prices, 
out of town, and it is inconvenient for you to call and*view these 
goods, send us your name and address, and we will mail you free 


If you live 


Catalogue, 


Mustrating and describing our various lines, and giving full Instructions for ordering goods 
by mall or express, etc. When you write, mention THz SunDay SCHOOL 


H. O'NEILL & CO., Gth th Ave., 20th to 2st St., New York. 


IMES, 








AMERICAN FIRE 


INSURANCE COMPANY. 
OFFICE, COMPANY’S BUILDING, 
308 and 310 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 





CASH CAPITAL. ..0.......000000 cccccececeod $500,000.00 
Beserve for Reins ce 





all other cliaimsa.. .2,286,888.45 
Surplus over all Miabilities,.. welees 207,158.28 
TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1802. 


$3,093,540.53. 
THOS. dui Or OER y President, 
PEROT, Vice-President. 

SIC HARD MARIS, Sec. and Treas. 
WM. F. wiles Asst, Sec, 

WM. J. DAWSON, Sec. Agency Dept. 
DIRECTORS: 
Thos. H, Montgomery Charles P. Perot, 
Israel Morris Jos. KE, Gillingham, 
Pemberton 8. Hutchinson, Samuel Welsh, 
Alexander Biddle, Charles 8. Whelen, 
Edward F. Beale, Jr. 
























Metal 


EVER READY DRESS: STAY wit 
Tipped. 


Through. 


See Name “EVER BEADY” on Back of Each Stay. 


Acknowledged the BES T DRESS STAY on the market 


Made with Gutta Percha on both sides of steel and warranted water-proof. A!l other ways are 
made differently and will rust. Beware of Imitations. Take none but the “‘Ever BReady.”’ 


Manufactured by the YPSILANTI DRESS STAY MFC. CO., Ypsilanti, Mioh. 


FOR SALE BY ALL JOBBEsS AND RETAILERS. 


DRESS STEEL O©O., 74 Grand St., New York, 
OWN & METZNER, 535 ‘Market Street, San F a 


\WHAT WE OFFER INVESTORS. 


First mortgage security on city property. 
Eight per cent. in‘erest. 
Privilege of withdrawing on 30 days’ notice. 


SPECIAL i; 
_DEFOTS. | 








Parker the Postage on his Arctic Sock for 


men, women and children. Recommended by ~ 


physicians and nurses for house. chamber, 
and sick room. Only sock for rub- 





HOME SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 
OF MINNEAPOLIS. 
Paid-in capital, $950,000. 


JAMES McCREERY & CO., 
Importers and Dealers in Fine Dry Goods, 





Our mortgages are all on a sinking fund plan, 
which practically insures payment at maturity. 


H.F. NEWHALL, Manager Eastern Office, 





Many Prominent 
Clergymen, 


educators, bankers, trus- 
tees, and business men 
are making their invest- 
ments withus. Wesend, 
Sree, a book on safe in- 
vestments which will be of 
value whether you have 
little or much. 


The Provident 
Trust Conn 








Broadway, Cor. Eleventh St,, New York, | 633 DREXEL BULLDING, PHILADA., PA. 


>. 


| 


Please mention The Sunday Schoo! Times. 











“EDUCATIONAL. 


HO STUDY. A thorouch qua practica] busi- 
ness education in —— eae, © So 

hand, etc., given by MAIL, at home, 
stamps for trial lesson and catalogue. BRYANT 
A'TTON, 76 Lafayette St., Buffalo, N. X. 


WALNUT, LANE SCHOOL. 


Boarding, day anf colle reparatory for girls, 

36th year opens Septembe ber 2. Teor clroulas, Fy 

Mrs, THEODORA B, RICHARDS, Principal, 

Miss Sana Lovisx TRacy,A.M., Associate Principal, 
Germantown, Philadelphia, 


HE CHICAGO FREE KINDERGARTEN 

ASSOCIATION, 2901 Indiana Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois, will organize their twenty- 
third semi-annual training-class in February next. 
Tuition free. Send for circulars. Unexcelled faill- 
ties for thorough practical training. 


AN AGENCY 
+ Tay. — Be TH AT is asked to reco 
a teacher and recommends 


you, ow more, Ours RECOMMENDS. 


BARDMEN, Syracuse, N. ¥. 


“DO NOT STAMMER.” 


ene to Postmaster-General Wanamaker, Wash- 
‘on, D, C. Ny George W. Childs, roprietor Phila- 
elphia Pubile Ledger, who will testify to pe rmanency 
of cure, Refer also to John D. Wattles, publisher of 
The Sunday School Times, 














is valuable in voperaee 


to 
its influence. If it me 


y bears 
is something, | but 14 | 





Send for Sips e pam hiet to E. 8. JOHNSTON'S 
Emettente, Spring Garden Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa, 





OSTON STAMMERING INSTITUTE and 
BTmAINING-ScHOOL. Aivarsopen. Bs 
GENUINE *OxFORD” 

TEACHERS’ BIBLES, 


THOS MELSON 00 








ON Ss HE E. 17th Street, New York. 








A FINE “INDIA” PAPER EDIT? 
gE. & & TEACHERS’ BIBLE. No Bia, 
=— om tyre, | soune in Genuine Levant, 

x cary ioeamio Sock. Price, 8. 


1G & CO. Cooper Union, New York. 








fay e Youn 
The New Stocking. 
Saves Discomfort, 


¥ | eee Saves Darning. 


Wonld you like an Illustrated Booklet free t 
WAUKENHOSE COMPANY, NGmny®, Pe, Mass, * 


FARMS, MILLS AND HOMES 

















mYULD 
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“THE WORTH O’ A THING 
is best learned by the want o’ it.” Although cheap 
in point of price, 


SAPOLIO 


Is beyond value. Those who try it know. 
Dealt you went 0 treed whe wont ie 
your hard wor ur shoulders and do it with- 


out a murmur What wo mld you give to fin = 

assistant in your housework that would note re 

floors and wae clean, and your kitchen right, 
the matter of hard 


e ugly o r 
ee teak lio lols just such a friend and can be 
atall grocers. No, 30, 








DON’T BE CHEATED! 
© GOOD SENSE CORSET WAISTS 


Clamp Buckle at hi P for hose supporter. 


« THE BEST « 


HOLIDAY PRESENT 


$u nay | Schoo \ aa 


Is a year’s- Subscription to THE 
CHRISTIAN HERALD and a Genuine 
Oxford Teachers’ Bible all for $2.00. 
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THOUGHTFUL;SANTA CLAUS. 


‘I've traveled through the sleet and snow, 
Across the country high and low, , 
To fill the stockings small and great 
That here in line my coming wait. 
In creeping baby’s tiny hose 
The India rubber rattle goes; 
A handsome doll, with staring eyes, 
Will much the little miss surprise ; 
And what will more delight thé boys 
Than musket, drum or bugle toys ? 
And now, before I climb the flue, 
‘ J'll bear in mind the mother true, 
Who works so hard by day and night 
To keep the clothing clean and white, 
And in her stocking, long and wide, 
oom cakes of Ivory poset 3 ll hide.” 
RIGHT 1890, BY ¥ Tue Procter & Gamste Co, 








The Best 
‘Holiday Giff 


FOR 


King's Daughters, 
Epworth Leaguers, 
Christian 
Endeavorers, 
Baptist 
Young People, 
Pastors 


AND 


Christian Workers, 
ls a Year's Subscription to 


THE CHRISTIAN HERALD 
aml a GENUINE OXFORD 
TEAGHERS’ BIBLE, 


ALL FOR $2. 








DR. TALMAGE RECEIVES ABOUT 4,000 LETTERS A DAY 


VERY one of which contains either a Subscription for THE CHRISTIAN HERALD and an OXFORD 
TEACHERS’ BIBLE or else a Message full of Gratitude from some one who has received one of these 





i i} 


| HE GENUINE 


SENT FREE WITH 


* AT $2.00 > 


Corners, and Overlapping Edges. 


Flaps included 
™ 7x 11 INCHES. 





& | xf Teachers’ Bible} 
Ff | Tee Christian Herald | 


TO EVERY YEARLY SUBSCRIBER 
Contains 1450 Pages, is Leather Bound, | Plac 
Divinity Circuit, Gilt Edge, Round 


Beautiful Bible is Printed from Clear 
Pearl Type, and Measures when Open, 


We 0 Pray Express Charges. 
he petetes 5 by the Oxford 
asi ae blished 








Gen 


THE 


Oxford Teachers’Bible 


COMPRISES 


The Holy Scriptures with Ref- 
erences. And Allthe Helps. 


Summaries of the Several 
Books. 


Tables Illus strati — riptu 
Concordance, 40,cooRe fer 
———— - Persons, Su ees and 
S$, 16,000 Refer 

Senatnoness o "7 In ntegrity 0 of the 
Old and New Testaments. 
Summary of the Apocryphal Books. 
eee = mien mae ural Pro oe 
Names, their Pr and Mea a 
nadine 


Poe gg 
neces. 


This § 


cia 
Words Obsolete. or 


= | in the English Bible. 


12 COLORED SCRIPTUR 
MAPS. — 
Animals of the Bible. 











at Amen Corner, : don. 
> 











Marmony of the Gospels, etc. 
=> 
ate 


BEAUTIFUL BIBLES. 
’ Of course our Stock will not last for- 
ever, and you Will do well to mail, your 
Subscription to-day. 
tion of the Bible in the cut adjoining these 
lines and then remember that REV. DR. 
TALMAGE Edits THE CHRISTIAN HERALD, 
MR, IRA D. SANKEY contributes a Charm- 
ing Piece of Music each week, REV. C. H. 
YATMAN talks through it and DR. R. S. 
MacARTHUR, the Talented Pastor of Calvary 
BAPTIST Church, preaches through it, while 


Just read the descrip- 


the best Artists fill it with Beautiful Pictures. SEND TWO DOLLARS and get the BRIGHTEST Religious WEEKLY 


in the World and a Beautiful GENUINE OXFORD TEACHERS’ BIBLE. 


late for Bible Pre 





Money refunded if too 





mium. 





Bible sent by Express all /« KS. AAC 7 





Charges Prepaid. 








Address 


160 to 170 Bible. fa New York City. 





The Sunday Schoo) Times intends to admit o nly advertisements that 


are trustworthy. Shou 
publisher will refund to subscribers any iuney timt they love 





ld, however, an adv ertiseme ntofa a" not having good commercial credit be inadvertently inserted, 





